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Forgetting what is 
behind and straining 
toward what is 
ahead, I press on 




by Matt Lewis 
Roger 
Raasch and his 
son-in-law Paul had 
been splitting old tele-
phone poles most of the 
afternoon in order to con-
struct 75 feet of split rail 
fence at the front of the 
V ^ ® property. Things had gone 
M k well—at least until this stub-
born, unyielding hunk of 
treated wood came along! 
As Roger steadied and 
Paul swung, the only thing 
, which broke was a sweat. 
^ ^ ^ Neither minded the exertion. 
SThe self-induced warmth bathed with drops of perspiration felt good on this crisp fall day. But the frustration did not. 0m Both had tried, but neither could set the wedge, 
^ U let along split this pole. There was no doubt, this 
one had them beat. 
Needless to say, Paul was not surprised, and 
perhaps a little relieved, when Roger announced 
^ ~ defeat. But his request to drag this beast 150 
yards and then down the basement stairs was a 
bit perplexing. What would someone do with a 
flM telephone pole—let alone this miserable one—in 
H their basement? But with the help of a few other 
~ ~ strong backs, the pole made it to the basement 
work shop: the home of family projects. 
Given the impetus of vision, the creativity of 
several artistic siblings, and hours of winter fami-
ly time, this creosoted combatant—this nemesis 
of rail-splitters—emerged from its winter hiber-
„ nation on April 24, 1993, a new creation. The 
Raasch clan had carved and painted their own 
~ - Christian totem pole. 
Some of you reading this article may think I 
have just stated an oxymoron. Perhaps we can 
have an interesting conversation some other time 
on the validity of a Christian totem pole, but for 
now, allow me to tell you of the celebration com-
memorating its dedication. 
On April 24, 1993, Roger and Audrey invited family, 
friends, and neighbors—about 50 in all—for a meal. Following 
the meal we walked out to the site where the totem pole was to 
be erected. I was asked to dedicate this thing to God. Since the 
Minister's Manual has no section entitled "Totem Pole Dedica-
tion," I was left in somewhat of a quandary: what does one say 
at a totem pole dedication? Fortunately, the Raasches had a 
plaque erected next to the totem pole. This is how it reads: 
TOTEM POLE 
This Christian totem pole represents the recorded history of 
God's plan of salvation for man. This is much like the early 
American Indians as they represented their clan and history in 




Audrey and Roger Raasch 
festival, called Potlach, where many gath-
ered for a feast and fellowship. The Totem 
Pole was often considered a spiritual sym-
bol and worshipped in the absence of 
knowledge of Jesus, the Son of God, who 
has come to earth for our forgiveness as we 
accept his sacrifice. 
The six symbols are representations of 
the following verses from the Bible. 
Head—Genesis Ivl In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. 
Cross—John 3v6 For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not per-
ish, but have eternal life. 
Empty Tomb—Matthew 28v6 He is not 
here for he has risen, just as he said. Come 
see the place where he was lying. 
Dove—John 14v6 And I will ask the 
Father and he will give you another helper 
that he may be with you forever; that is the 
Spirit of Truth. 
Bible—Psalm 119vl05 Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and 
a light unto my path. 
Serpent—Genesis 3vl6 And I will put enmity between your 
seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you 
shall bruise him on the heel. 
We chose April 24th, 1993 as our "Potlach" day as we also 
celebrate the 50th birthday of Audrey Raasch, a great wife, 
mother and grandmother! 
Have you accepted Jesus as your savior? 
There was my dedication message. I knew that at least 25 of 
the people there were not Christians, so I simply preached the 
gospel. I felt a little like Paul on Mars Hill, only my "crowd" 
was a little more sympathetic. Since that day, I have had the 
privilege of personally leading two of the persons present at the 
dedication to the Lord. 
I am convinced that Jesus is in the business of taking the 
nemeses in our life, which refuse to yield to our sledge hammer 
and wedge, and transforming them into witnesses for his glory. 
Oh, that we would simply have the vision and willingness to 
change our intentions to conform to God's plans. That totem 
pole still stands today as a witness to Roger and Paul's inability 
to split it, and speaks of God's ability to glorify himself in and 
through our weakness. I often wonder how many people have 
driven past that pole, stopped to read the plaque, and have seen 
in its design God's plan of salvation. I wonder how often the 
Raasch's neighbors see that pole and are reminded of the gospel 
I preached on April 24.1 wonder how many times God answers 
my prayers for opportunities to witness, and all I see is the frus-
tration of my current nemesis. 
The Raasch family took a problem, and turned it into a family 
project which filled the cold Wisconsin winter days with fun. 
The end of the project was an opportunity to gather friends, 
preach the gospel, and pray for their salvation. What remains is a 
constant physical witness to God's saving plan. Yes, Jesus is in 
the business of transforming the obstacles and foes in our life 
into witnesses for his glory. It can happen for those who have 
eyes to see, and ears to hear what the Spirit says. 
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But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward 
what is ahead, 
I press on 
toward the goal 






by Greg Deardorff 
At 7:00 p.m., October 20, 1968, a 
few thousand spectators remained in 
the Mexico City Olympic Stadium. 
It was cool and dark. Some 
marathon runners were being carried 
off to first-aid stations following the 
gruelling 26-mile, 385-yard event. 
More than an hour earlier the winner 
had crossed the finish line. 
As the remaining spectators pre-
pared to leave, sirens and police 
whistles sounded near the marathon 
gates. There came one lone runner 
entering the stadium. John Akhwari 
of Tanzania was the last man to fin-
Greg Deardorff pastors the Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church in Niagara Falls, 
Ontario. 
ish the Olympic marathon. His leg 
bloodied and bandaged, severely 
injured in a fall, he grimaced in pain 
with each step. He hobbled around 
the track for the final 400 meters. 
The crowd stood and applauded 
him as if he were the winner. And 
after crossing the finish line, he 
slowly walked off the field without 
turning to the cheering crowd. 
Someone asked him why he didn't 
just quit. He said, "My country did 
not send me 7,000 miles to start the 
race. They sent me 7,000 miles to 
finish it." 
How many of us have that kind of 
persistence in the area of spiritual 
growth? How many of us work at it 
for awhile, but then for a number of 
reasons drop out of the race? 
A man once told Howard Hen-
dricks that he wished he was as spir-
itually mature as Hendricks. Hen-
dricks' response was, "Are you will-
ing to pay the price?" For spiritual 
growth does not come without a 
cost. It is difficult. It is demanding. 
And many of us are not willing to 
pay the price. 
I ' m impressed with the determi-
nation of the Apostle Paul in his 
quest for spiritual growth when he 
wrote, "Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already 
been made perfect, but I press on to 
take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me...I do not con-
sider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward 
• -
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what is ahead, I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus" (Philippians 3:12-14). 
Five growth barriers 
What is it that keeps us f rom pur-
suing spiritual growth the way Paul 
did? Here are f ive growth busters, 
f ive barriers that keep us f rom grow-
ing spiritualjy. 
The first growth buster is lack of 
discipline. We know we should read 
our Bibles and pray, but it 's so hard 
to do it. We just can ' t seem to get 
into a routine or develop a schedule 
so it becomes a part of our lives. 
Herb Caen wrote, "Every morn-
ing in Africa, a gazelle wakes up. It 
knows it must run faster than the 
fastest lion or it will be killed. Every 
morning a lion wakes up. It knows it 
must outrun the slowest gazelle or it 
will starve to death. It doesn ' t matter 
whether you are a lion or a gazelle; 
when the sun comes up, you 'd better 
be running." 
Until we realize that we are going 
to starve to death spiritually and be 
devoured by the devil unless we are 
strengthened by the word of God, 
we will never break through our 
lack of discipline. 
The second growth buster is lack 
of commitment. It is because of our 
lack of commitment to God that we 
are kept f rom growing spiritually. 
When writing to the church at 
Corinth, Paul revealed their lack of 
commitment when he said, "Broth-
ers, I could not address you as spiri-
tual but as worldly—mere infants in 
Christ. I gave you milk, not solid 
food, for you were not yet ready for 
it. Indeed, you are still not ready" (1 
Cor. 3:1-2). It was because of the 
Corinthians ' lack of commitment 
that they were still worldly and "not 
ready" to be addressed as spiritual 
people. Does your lack of commit-
ment to God, to the church, to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, keep you 
f rom growing as a Christian? 
The third growth buster is love 
of the world. Our love for the things 
of the world keeps us f rom growing 
up to be like Jesus. The Apostle 
God created human-
ity with a craving for 
spiritual food. We 
were made to desire 
spiritual nourish-
ment, but then sin 
entered the world. 
As a consequence, 
we have seemingly 
lost our craving for 
spiritual milk. 
John writes in 1 John 2:15: "Do not 
love the world or anything in the 
world." Many of us say we don' t 
love the things of the world, but are 
we really being honest with our-
selves? Are we more concerned 
about watching the world news, or 
reading the local news, than we are 
about reading God's good news? 
William Law was very influential 
in the life of John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism. In his book 
A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life, Law writes of people who out-
wardly have a love for God, because 
they attend church, but he goes on, 
"Look into their lives, and you see 
them just the same sort of people as 
others are, that make no pretence to 
devotion [to Christ]. The difference 
that you find [between] them, is 
only the difference of their natural 
temper[ments]. They have the same 
taste of the world, the same worldly 
cares and joys; they have the 
same...vain...desires. You see the 
same self-love and indulgence, the 
same foolish relationships, and 
groundless hatreds, the same 
[changeable] mind, and vain ways 
of spending their time as the rest of 
the world that make no pretences to 
devotion [to Christ]."1 
When Paul talks about the 
Corinthian Christians "acting like 
mere men," he is saying they are no 
different in their love of the world 
than those people who are not Chris-
tians. Our potential for spiritual 
growth is busted when we try to 
straddle the fence between living as 
a spiritual person and living as a 
worldly person. 
The fourth growth buster is love 
of self. You say, "Wait a minute, 
doesn' t the Bible say 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself, ' which implies 
that we are to love ourselves?" 
That 's right, but the Bible also says, 
"Each of you should look not only 
to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others." Love of self 
becomes a growth buster when we 
put ourselves at the top of the list, 
when the criteria for all of our deci-
sion-making begins with the unut-
tered questions, "How will this 
affect mel What will this cost me? 
What will / get out of this?" 
W h o is love displayed for in the 
following scenarios, love for Christ 
or love for self? 
• I sit down and turn on the tele-
vision after a long day and say, 
"I deserve some time for 
myself ." 
• I wake up the morning after 
staying up late watching TV the 
night before and say to myself, 
" I 'm too tired to spend time 
reading the Bible and praying 
this morning. I need some more 
sleep," and I roll over. 
• I haven' t been on a vacation for 
several years now and because 
things are tight financially, I 'll 
save the money I would normal-
ly give to the church to go on 
vacation. 
• I know they need another 
trustee at the church, but I have 
other things to do with my time. 
Is love displayed for Christ or for 
self in those scenarios? Love of self 
is a growth buster. 
The fifth growth buster is spiri-
tual pride. If we feel that we 've got 
it all together in our spiritual life, we 
stop the possibility of growth. Every 
living organism grows. In fact, if 
something that once was alive stops 
growing, we have a word for it: 
dead! If we are in a state of spiritual 
contentment—satisfied with where 
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we are—and we are not growing 
spiritually, we are rapidly approach-
ing a spiritual dead end. 
Here is a spiritual growth check-
up that will help diagnose your spir-
itual condition. Answer these ques-
tions the way it really is in your 
spiritual life. This exercise will not 
help if you answer them the way 
you wish things were! 
1 .1 am growing spiritually: yes or 
no. 
2 . 1 know I am growing spiritual-
ly because: 
3. In the past month I have grown 
spiritually in the area of: 
4. The thing(s) that keep me f rom 
growing spiritually is (are): 
A growth builder 
Now that w e ' v e looked at some 
growth busters (barriers to spiritual 
growth) and taken a spiritual growth 
check-up, let 's look at a growth 
builder. 
In 1 Peter 2:2 we see a crucial 
element in our prescription for spiri-
tual growth: "Like newborn babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by 
it you may grow up in your salva-
tion." 
The verse begins with a compari-
son: "Like newborn babies." It is 
then fol lowed by a command: 
"crave pure spiritual milk." In other 
words, we are to be like newborn 
babies who crave their mother 's 
milk. When a baby wants fed, does 
she gently remind M o m it 's feeding 
t ime? No way! She screams until 
her craving is satisfied. Do we crave 
the pure milk of the Word of God 
like a newborn baby craves her 
mother ' s milk? 
The word translated "crave" is 
the verb form for a strong word hav-
ing to do with desire, longing for, or 
striving after. The noun form of the 
same word is used four times in this 
letter of 1 Peter, each time referring 
to sinful cravings, desires, lusts, and 
passions. 
In 1 Peter 2:1 we read, "There-
fore, rid yourselves of all malice and 
all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slan-
der of every kind." In other words, 
Peter is saying, "Now that you are a 
Christian, stop craving all those evil 
things and instead crave the pure 
milk of the Word of God. Long for 
the Word of God in the same way as 
you used to long for evil." 
How often do we crave the Word 
of God? Even the most spiritual 
among us will admit that there are 
times in their spiritual journey when 
they do not have a craving for the 
Scriptures. Yet Peter tells us to crave 
the pure spiritual milk of the Word. 
How can we make ourselves crave 
something? 
God created humanity with a 
craving for spiritual food. We were 
made to desire spiritual nourish-
ment, but then sin entered the world. 
As a consequence, we have seem-
ingly lost our craving for spiritual 
milk. 
Yet I have noticed that each morn-
ing, a thought enters my mind to 
read the Bible. A thought enters my 
mind to pray. What do I do with 
those thoughts? The Apostle Paul 
says, "we take captive every thought 
to make it obedient to Christ" (2 
Cor. 10:5). 
I have also noticed I can do one 
of two things. I can entertain that 
thought and read the Word of God 
and pray, or I can squelch the 
thought and do something else. The 
more I "take captive" the thought, 
the more my desire increases. The 
more I squelch the thought, the 
quicker my desire decreases. 
E. M. Bounds talks about this 
principle of following our spiritual 
desires in regard to getting out of 
bed in the morning to meet God. "A 
desire for God which cannot break 
the chains of sleep is a weak thing 
and will do but little good for God 
after it has indulged itself fully. The 
desire for God that keeps so far 
behind the devil and the world at the 
beginning of the day will never 
catch up. It is not simply the getting 
up that puts men to the front...but it 
is the ardent desire which stirs and 
breaks all self-indulgent chains. But 
the getting up gives vent, increases, 
and strength to the desire. If they 
had lain in bed and indulged them-
selves, the desire would have been 
quenched."2 
Have we tended to consider that 
thought—that ounce of desire to 
read the Bible—as a feeling of 
guilt? When that feeling of guilt 
comes, do we tend to squelch it 
because it makes us feel bad? 
That desire comes from God! 
That thought, that ounce of interest, 
is the Holy Spirit calling us to have 
fellowship with God. Have we 
trained ourselves to do away with 
every desire that is not ours, even 
godly ones? 
Raynald III was a 14th century 
duke in what is now Belgium. He 
was grossly overweight and as a 
result was commonly called by his 
Latin nickname, Crassus, which 
means "fat ." After a violent argu-
ment, Raynald's younger brother 
Edward led a successful revolt 
against him. Edward captured Ray-
nald but did not kill him. Instead, he 
built a room around Raynald in the 
Nieuwkerk castle and promised him 
he could regain his title and property 
as soon as he was able to leave the 
room. 
This would not have been diffi-
cult for most people, since the room 
had several windows and a door of 
nearly-normal size, and there were 
no locks or bars. The problem was 
Raynald's size. To regain his free-
dom, he needed to lose weight. But 
Edward knew his older brother, and 
each day he sent a variety of deli-
cious foods to him. Instead of diet-
ing his way out of the room, Ray-
nald grew fatter. When Duke 
Edward was accused of cruelty, he 
had a ready answer. "My brother is 
not a prisoner. He may leave when 
he so wills." Raynald stayed in that 
room for ten years a prisoner 
because he chose to satisfy his flesh-
ly cravings. 
We choose to satisfy either our 
fleshly cravings or nurture our spiri-
tual craving for God. Which do you 
choose? 
'William Law, A Serious Call to a Devout 
and Holy Life. Edited by J.C. Reid. London: 
Collins, 1965, p. 23. 
2E.M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer. 














by Barbara Day 
Barbara Day lives in Ridgeway, 
Ontario. Her husband pastors Riverside 
Chapel, Fort Erie, Ontario. 
"Always the perfect Father with 
always the perfect plan. Always 
knowing what is best for me. You 
are always the perfect Father of a 
far-from-perfect child." 
This thought-provoking song, 
written by Dennis and Nan Allen, 
was sung during a worship service 
at Riverside Chapel. Does God, our 
perfect father, have a perfect plan 
for my life? For your life? If so, 
how do we as far-from-perfect chil-
dren discover God 's will? Let me 
share a time in my life when a quart 
of maple syrup helped me under-
stand how simple it is to walk in the 
will of God. 
Ruth quickly became a friend. 
Quiet and gentle in nature, with a 
ready smile, she had shown kind-
ness to our family for several years. 
Her lot in life seemed to me to be 
stressful, but she never complained. 
I wanted to tell her how much God 
loved her and understood her situa-
tion. Driving home after visiting 
her one afternoon, I prayed quietly, 
"Lord, help me communicate to 
Ruth how much you love her. 
During the days that followed, I 
began to feel the need to express 
my appreciation for her. The maple 
syrup season was approaching, so I 
decided to give her a sample of our 
own product—a small thing to 
do—or so it seemed at the time. 
There was a problem, however: an 
overstuffed schedule and a memory 
that is something less than perfect. 
Whenever I would remember that I 
had not delivered the syrup, I 
would be too busy to go, and when 
I had time to make the call, I would 
not think of it. 
Days stretched into weeks. Final-
ly, I placed the maple syrup by the 
front door of our home, hoping this 
act would remind me of my need to 
follow through on my intentions. 
Then unexpected company arrived, 
and the maple syrup was put out of 
sight in a closet, only to be found 
after nearly a month had passed. 
Totally upset with myself, and 
speaking all kinds of rebuke, I 
determined to make the call regard-
less of circumstances. That proved 
to be but another good intention. 
By now, the syrup season was 
nearing its end. Contrary to the 
norm, we had an exceptionally 
good run for so late in the year. The 
syrup was as clear as pure honey 
and golden in color. As I held one 
of the prized jars in my hands, I 
knew I had to give it to Ruth. 
That evening the maple syrup 
was delivered. I don ' t know who 
was more surprised as we stood in 
the doorway that evening, Ruth or 
myself. Tears began to stream down 
her face as she took the gift. "Today 
is my birthday," she said, trying to 
control her emotions. "No one 
remembered, not my kids nor my 
husband." 
During the weeks that followed, 
I received not one but three thank 
you letters f rom her. The final note, 
stained with tears, told of how 
long-forgotten memories had sur-
faced as she enjoyed the syrup—of 
her family going into the woods 
with horse and wagon to haul out 
the sap; of stacks of pancakes 
buried in home-made butter and 
maple syrup processed by her par-
ents; of their farm kitchen heated 
by a wood stove; of a mother and 
father having Bible reading and 
prayer after the meal; of happy 
childhood days. 
Was it just coincidence that the 
maple syrup was finally delivered 
on her birthday or that it could 
prompt such recollections? No. All 
the time I was blaming myself for 
being forgetful and too busy, God 
was directing my steps. That does 
not excuse my imperfections. But 
the wonder of God 's working is that 
in spite of my failures, he was able 
to reach out and touch Ruth through 
me. That really is the secret of 
walking in God's will—simply liv-
ing each day with God in the faith 
and understanding that he will lead 
us in his plan for our lives. • 
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IT WAS THE M O S T DEVASTATING morning of our married lives. We had just heard the doc tor ' s ver-
dict, and it was worse than anything 
we could have expected. The words 
had been cold, d i spass iona te , as I 
suppose they must be when you pro-
nounce verdicts like that day af ter 
day. "Your daughter," the specialist 
h a d sa id , t a l k ing a b o u t ou r f o u r -
month-old pride and joy, "is micro-
c e p h a l i c . She will be p r o f o u n d l y 
r e t a rded . She will p robab ly never 
learn to walk or talk." So saying, the 
doctor had left the room, leaving us 
with nothing to hold on to except our 
child and the emptiness in our hearts. 
We had first begun to worry when 
our p e d i a t r i c i a n h a d n o t i c e d that 
Kira 's head wasn ' t growing. Height 
and weight indicators on her baby 
chart continued to rise normally, but 
the h e a d s ize had p l a t e a u e d we l l 
b e l o w the b o t t o m of t he n o r m a l 
range. Once this discovery had been 
noted, we were sent to our local hos-
pital for x-rays. Nothing out of the 
ordinary appeared on the films. The 
next step was a visit to Providence 
Hospital in Portland, Oregon, for a 
cat scan. Our baby was anesthetized 
for the process while we waited for 
m o r e than an hour. 
T h e n c a m e m o r e 
w a i t i n g w h i l e an 
a p p o i n t m e n t w a s 
made with a special-
ist at the Oregon Uni-
versity Medical Cen-
ter to read the scan. Now the judg-
ment had been offered: it felt more 
like a prison sentence than a medical 
interpretation. 
We drove h o m e in a lmost total 
silence that morning, the beautiful lit-
tle girl with the tiny head laying on 
my wife ' s lap, sound asleep. Ques-
t ions r u s h e d th rough my mind in 
angry confus ion . H o w had it hap-
pened? Why had God let it happen? 
W h a t cou ld we do fo r he r? W h a t 
would her future be? 
Arriving home, we laid our daugh-
ter on the bed between us and wept 
and prayed. We asked God to heal 
her, but we had little hope. We were 
too stunned to exercise our shattered 
faith. 
That evening, however, a brother 
minister who was a member of my 
congrega t ion and a p rofessor in a 
local Christian college, put his faith to 
work on our behalf . It was prayer 
meeting night, and I shared with the 
people the bad news we received that 
day. This gent le man of God rose 
f rom his seat, walked forward, and 
put his arm around my shoulders . 
Ask ing my wi fe to jo in us and to 
bring our daughter to the front of the 
sanctuary, he invited members of the 
by Bill O'Connor 
congregation to gather around us and 
pray. As the peop le p rayed , fa i th 
began to creep through the gloom in 
my soul. 
In the months that followed, I tes-
tified often to my daughter 's healing. 
I shared my belief in G o d ' s touch 
with my brothers and sisters in the 
local ministerial association. I gave 
witness to all of the pastors and dele-
gates at our denominat ion 's annual 
district assembly. And I began to look 
for evidence to support my belief. 
Kira began to crawl and then to 
walk almost on schedule. She spoke 
he r f i r s t w o r d s j u s t a f e w w e e k s 
behind the normal t ime for such a 
mi les tone . Soon she was r u n n i n g 
about the house. Though we noted 
some minor coordination problems, 
she was having no difficulty walking. 
A n d her v o c a b u l a r y g r e w a lmos t 
daily. Many times I was amazed with 
We \e come a long 
distance from that 
crushing morning 
when we were told 
that Kira would 
be profoundly 
retarded and 
would never learn 
to walk or talk. 
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the words she came up with, and with 
the fact that she used them correctly. 
By the t ime Kira was ready to 
begin kindergarten, it was obvious 
that she had some learning difficul-
ties, but none so severe that we were 
willing to call her "profoundly retard-
ed" as had been predicted. We con-
tinued to trust the Lord, and to do 
every th ing we could to assist her 
progress. 
Befo re enter ing first grade, we 
asked the school district to have Kira 
evaluated. A local psychologist did a 
series of IQ tests and informed us that 
our daughter fit into the category of a 
slow learner, not as bright as the aver-
age child, but above the level that 
marks retardation. This diagnosis was 
based primarily on her inability to 
reproduce certain shapes, or trace 
lines and patterns on the test. We were 
both reassured and disappointed. We 
had hoped for more, but were glad 
that the dire predictions of five years 
earlier were now laid to rest. 
Kira began her school years in a 
regular first grade class and, when 
classmates were doing work that was 
beyond her, in the Intensive Learn-
ing Center. The ILC has been a won-
derful experience for her. She has had 
the same caring teacher for five years, 
and has enjoyed individualized atten-
tion on a daily basis. And learning in 
some areas has been exciting. Speech 
has developed well ahead of other 
areas. Not only has she learned to 
talk, she can talk you into a stupor. 
The biggest problem areas have 
been reading and math. Though she 
has worked hard at it, and though her 
teacher has given her special atten-
tion, at the end of the fifth grade she 
has not yet learned to read, and math 
is a difficult and confusing concept. 
This has been very disheartening, of 
course, but recently God has given us 
a new ray of hope. At the end of her 
third grade year, Kira's ILC teacher 
noted a persistent wish to sit close to 
the chalkboard. Wondering whether 
there might be some eye problem, she 
requested an evaluation by the school 
nurse. The nurse recommended a full 
eye examination by an eye doctor. 
By the g race of God, my wi fe 
chose an eye doctor in a nearby com-
munity who specializes in children's 
eye problems. He discovered several 
problems that would make it impos-
sible for any child to read. It is his 
conviction that eye therapy will cor-
rect those problems and that some 
skill in reading will follow. 
Kira has been in therapy now for 
almost two years. Progress has been 
rapid and remarkable. Her eyes have 
changed, weak muscles are develop-
ing, and she can do many things that 
were previously beyond her ability. 
Unable to ride a bicycle before thera-
py began, she mastered bike riding 
within six sessions. Coordination has 
improved, and her balance is much 
better. Her therapist is very happy 
with the changes taking place. Read-
ing is still a tiny ray of light on the 
horizon, but we are seeing progress. 
I continue to believe that God is at 
work in Kira's life in a very special 
way. We 've come a long distance 
from that crushing morning when we 
were told that Kira would be pro-
foundly retarded and would never 
learn to walk or talk. She is walking 
and running normally, and is one of 
the fastest runners in her school, win-
ning most class races. She is talking 
very well and has an excellent vocab-
ulary. Her social skills are well devel-
oped, and she is a stand-out in deport-
ment. She has been recognized as a 
model citizen in her school. Though 
academic achievement will never be 
her s t rength, she has many other 
strengths that will compensate for 
those shortcomings. Faith in God has 
brought her a long, long way; it will 
take her farther still. 
It hasn't been an easy road to walk. 
There have been discouraging times 
along the way when anxiety for our 
daughter and her future has forced 
itself into our minds. Her inability to 
read has often unsettled our faith. But, 
each time that despair has raised its 
head, God has sent a new ray of light 
and hope. T ime af te r t ime G o d ' s 
grace has proven sufficient for our 
daughter ' s need. I know it always 
will. 
Bill O'Connor lives in Newberg, Oregon, 





are the key 
to my imagination. 
They take me away 
to lands of wonder, 
excitement, 
and mystery, 
all presented without 
sound or picture, 
only images from 
the black on white. 
Characters come alive 




joy and sorrow, 
terror and bravery. 
Showing me good 
will always defeat evil. 
Well usually. 
Strange worlds 
with earthly things 
earth with strange things 
from other worlds 
other worlds with 
even stranger things, 
all made real 
with a stroke 
of a pen or 
a tap of a key. 
Marked down by 
everyday people 
from the all too 
normal world. 
Fictional people in 
a fantastic world 
can change your 
life for a day, 
make you forget 
your problems and 
reverse your mood 
for a while, 
but only one 
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What is prayer? 
Why should we pray? 
When should we pray? 




SEVERAL YEARS AGO, af ter I p reached in a church in Toronto, an elderly lady came up to me, took my hand, kissed it, and whispered, "I have prayed for 
you every day since you first preached in this church." 
Then she walked away before I had an opportunity to ask 
her name. Old ladies rarely kiss my hand, but they may do 
it anytime if they tell me they pray for me daily! I love old 
ladies who pray! 
"But I ' m not an old lady," you say. True, some of the 
world's greatest praying people are old or infirm or both, 
but prayer is meant to be a vital part of every Christian's 
experience. 
I think it is no coincidence that young people and active 
types have more difficulty with prayer than do older and 
more sedentary people. Activity-prone people tend to find 
quietness, meditation, and a "sweet hour of prayer" decid-
edly onerous or little more than a nice idea. The young and 
active tend to be self-sufficient, and this militates against 
prayer. But if youth, health, and vigor keep you from pray-
ing, then those qualities are not all they're cracked up to be. 
You may have decided that prayer is for those who are 
"inclined that way"—and for you only when you feel like 
the small boy who said, "I pray when I want something, 
and I think there is no other way of getting it." 
So we need to start at the beginning and make sure we 
understand what prayer is. James Montgomery wrote, 
Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed, 
The motion of a hidden fire that trembles in 
the breast. 
That 's beautiful, but what is it? I believe we 've been too 
mystical and poetic about prayer; because it is a strange 
exercise of the human soul, we have tended to keep it 
delightfully vague, carefully couched in antiquated lan-
guage and liberally peppered with cliches. 
What is prayer? To me, it is the talking part of a rela-
tionship. 
The Bible portrays the Christian experience as a rela-
tionship, among other things. We are Christ 's friends, his 
servants, and his bride. Prayer is the talking part of these 
relationships—friend talking to friend, servant to master, 
bride to groom. 
Why pray? 
Relationships that don ' t talk, don ' t grow. The first rea-
son to pray is to develop our spiritual relationship. 
"But isn't conversation a two-way street?" you might 
ask. "What ' s the talking part of the Lord in prayer?" 
Strictly speaking, God does not converse in prayer. But 
he does talk through Scriptures. Thus Bible reading and 
prayer go together; the former is the Lord talking to you, 
and the latter is your response. I ' m not saying you can 
pray only immediately after reading the Bible, but I believe 
the effectiveness of your prayer life is closely related to 
your depth in the Scriptures. 
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Similarly, the effectiveness of your Bible study can be 
largely determined by your prayer life. Conversations 
that have only one talker aren' t conversations. They ' re 
monologues. The Lord 's talking through Scripture to 
you and getting no response of prayer is not likely to 
build a relationship. Neither is your doing all the talking 
and ignoring the fact that God reserves the right to speak. 
The second reason to pray is that we have been told 
to. This brings a whole new dimension to prayer. Some 
people think they don ' t need to pray simply because 
they don ' t like it, just as they don ' t eat oysters because 
oysters are slippery. Whether they like to pray or not is 
irrelevant; they have been told to pray. Others feel too 
busy to pray and therefore feel quite happy not praying. 
Still others don ' t know how to pray—and never take 
the t ime to find out. But not knowing how to pray is no 
excuse when God has given us so much information on 
the subject. 
If we were free to pray only when we felt like it, we 
would probably do so only when something extraordi-
nary happened—like seeing the number three engine on 
our jumbo jet burst into flames over the polar ice cap. By 
all means pray then, but prayer is much more than a last 
resort. 
If we were free to pray only when we had the time, we 
would probably never find the time. When did you last 
hear someone say, "Good, I have a few minutes to spare; 
I must do some praying"? 
If we understand that prayer is commanded by our 
Lord, however, the whole picture changes. We disci-
pline ourselves to pray when things are good or bad. 
We pray when we have a pious feeling and when we 
don' t . Prayer becomes a discipline when we are busy 
doing some th ing—or nothing. And learning to pray 
becomes a top priority. 
The third reason to pray is to follow the example of 
Christ. If he needed to pray as much as he did, we cer-
tainly need to! 
When should you pray? 
"OK," you may say. "Praying is a worthwhile endeav-
or. But do I have to stay up all night to do it? When 
should I pray, anyway?" 
There are three "t imes" at which Christians should 
pray. 
1. Regularly. Daniel was so organized in his praying 
that even when he was forbidden to pray on pain of 
being thrown to the lions, he went ahead anyway and 
prayed three times daily. While that doesn ' t mean you 
have to pray "morning, noon, and night," it wouldn ' t be 
a bad idea. I suggest you plan a time of prayer—one that 
is right for you—into your regular schedule the way you 
plan eating and sleeping. 
Your regular prayer should include regular attendance 
at church services where you can pray with other Chris-
tians. In the church I pastor, we lay heavy emphasis on 
d r a I 
the t ime of prayer in all our services. 
When the pastor prays in the service, that is 
not the time to think about your finances or 
whether you left the car 's lights on; you should 
pray along with him. 
For the same reasons, you should also form the habit 
of joining your fellow church members when they meet 
to pray. 
You should pray regularly at mealtimes, too. Even 
when you eat away from home you can bow your head 
in thanksgiving and witness—nothing ostentatious, but 
nothing to be ashamed of either. Don' t pretend to rub the 
nonexistent sleep out of your eyes, but don ' t kneel on 
your napkin beside the table and boom out a prayer for 
the benefit of bemused diners nearby. When Jill first 
bowed her head to pray in a restaurant, she opened her 
eyes to find an old woman looking anxiously at her and 
saying, "Here 's an aspirin. Have you got a headache, 
Luv?" 
Doubtless there are other times when you can pray 
regularly, but I leave it to you to find them. 
2. Spontaneously. Nehemiah did this beautifully. As 
the royal cupbearer, he was not allowed to look unhap-
py in the king's presence. One day he received some bad 
news from home and naturally was upset. He forgot to 
put on his stage smile, and the king demanded to know 
why he was look ing sad. Tha t spel led t roub le fo r 
Nehemiah, and he admitted to being "sore afraid"—but 
he took a deep breath and "prayed to the God of heaven." 
That doesn' t mean he said to the king, "Every knee 
bowed, every eye closed...." It means he flashed a very 
quick prayer to Heaven between heartbeats-—something 
like "Help!" 
This is what I call spontaneous praying. You will 
need to do it often when you are faced with danger or 
decision. The more you practice prayer, the more of a 
reflex action spontaneous prayer will become. 
3. Continually. Prayer is not only a definite act, but it 
is also a continual attitude. The thought behind continu-
al prayer is not that your life should be spent in the act of 
prayer, but that your spirit should live in an attitude of 
prayer. It is an attitude of humble thanksgiving, reverent 
awe, childlike dependence, and expectant faith. It is an 
attitude that swiftly and easily, at the slightest sign of 
necessity, slips into the act of prayer. 
This attitude is also of great practical help. Often I 
drive with the radio on to keep me awake; the informa-
tion coming over the airwaves frequently stirs me to 
pray as I drive. As I run my morning mile, I run in an 
attitude of prayer as well. On the first lap I pray for the 
family, on the second for the church, and on the third 
for outside activities. And on the fourth lap? I pray, 
"Lord, give me breath for this unfinished task!" 
A Article courtesy of David C. Cook Publishing 
Company. £ n 
c nm 
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by Trudy McClane 
Ethel Sider had a foretaste of life in India, having 
lived there with her husband and three children in the 
1960s and the early '70s. She knew something of the 
sacrifice to be made this t ime—the heat, the dust, the 
noise and the lack of everyday conveniences. Greater 
than these, however, is the oppression and loneliness. 
There are many things one could write about Ethel 
Sider, missionary to India. In life, there are givers and 
takers; those who serve and those who are served. Ethel 
seems to have been born to serve. 
Visa, passports and all other legal papers were in 
order. Now it was time to say goodbye to her loving 
mother. John and Ethel arrived in India on May 5, 1994. 
A letter dated May 17, 1994, reads: 
A note of thanks to God for his protection and 
peace. Protection... for the many miles we've trav-
eled to arrive here; also his protection in daily 
travel. Rickshaws are everywhere and a convenient 
way to travel, but they must also share the roads 
with other rickshaws, bicycles, horsecarts, buses, 
trucks, water buffalo, cows, pedestrians, and scoot-
ers. Peace...even though Jennie's [her daughter in 
Canada] telegram telling us of Mother Laura 
Musser's death was painful. It's times such as these 
that we realize how much we miss our family. But 
we are thankful that Mother's suffering wasn't pro-
longed. Mother died May 10, 1994. 
Ethel and John Sider travel, making many, many trips 
to Banmankhi, Purnea, Saharsa, Madhipura and Barjora, 
all in the province of Bihar. They also travel to Nepal 
f rom Bihar. In addition they make periodic trips to Oris-
sa, a province far f rom Allahabad and Bihar. Much of 
their long distance travel is by train. Also they travel in 
jeeps with no windows or doors, in taxies, and by rick-
shaw. 
Ethel and John sleep wherever is necessary. Some-
times they sleep in beds, on cots, on wooden boards, in 
churches, and on the train berths. Their meals away from 
home are sporadic, perhaps consisting of stale bread and 
tea with buffalo milk. Other times it 's vegetarian meals 
with rice, dal and cauliflower. Once in a while they have 
goat or chicken curry with their rice and dal. Three 
meals a day are not common. Ethel identifies with her 
neighbors by wearing the Indian dress—saris or salwar, 
chemise and loose-fitting pants are standard traveling 
gear. Ethel speaks Hindi to the people she meets. 
Ethel gives freely, buying blankets and food for those 
in extreme need. When home on weekends, she often 
cooks and serves hot, nourishing meals for the Brethren 
in Christ students at the Allahabad Bible Seminary. She 
reads her Hindi Bible every day, and continues to study 
and learn new Hindi vocabulary. She has a very active 
prayer life, praying about everything. Her love is obvi-
ous for those around her and she seeks to minister in 
many ways. 
Indian Christians are startled, upon questioning her, to 
learn she has no 'home ' to go to upon retirement. This 
has been a singular testimony of her total commitment to 
her "call." It has been a challenge to those who know. 
Yes, there are many things one could write about 
Ethel Sider. Perhaps the most accurate account I could 
give would be her immense love for her beloved hus-
band John; her deep love for her children and grandchil-
dren; and certainly, her utter and complete devotion to 
her Lord and Saviour, Jesus. 
Ethel has given her life to serving alongside her hus-
band. She is the living embodiment of Hebrews 10:36-
38a: "You need to persevere so that when you have done 
the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 
For in just a very little while, 'He who is coming will 
come and will not delay. But my righteous one will live 
by fai th . ' " 
Ethel has made the world a better place. 
Trudy McClane lives in Lewisberry, Pa. Her husband Jack is 
executive director of Brethren in Christ World Missions. 
John and Ethel Sider 
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od at work in our world 
Kobe earthquake 
reports—through 
the Church's eyes 
Franklin Graham—Samaritan's Purse 
According to the chairman of the 
Japan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the damage caused by the 
earthquake may reach $400 billion. 
The economic fallout may spread 
na t ionwide and even wor ldwide . 
Some might say that the people of 
Japan live in one of the richest nations 
in the world and can afford to help 
themselves. What we may forget is 
that the Church of Jesus Christ in 
Japan is small and won't get much 
help f rom its Shinto and Buddhist 
countrymen. 
Though greater Kobe has a popu-
lation of approximately two million 
people , there are only about 150 
Christian churches, with an average 
membership of fewer than 100. Fifty 
of these churches have sustained 
severe damage, and many of the pas-
tors' homes have been destroyed. The 
Japanese government has pledged to 
assist citizens and businesses; how-
ever, churches will not receive any 
assistance under the law. I was told 
that only about seven percent of the 
people had earthquake insurance, and 
none of the churches are covered. 
Nevertheless, the believers there are 
persevering. 
Japan Evangelical Association 
Disaster and Relief Commission 
Volunteers f rom among the sur-
vivors were among the first to begin 
the heartbreaking task of helping. In 
Amagasaki City, badly damaged by 
the quake, Christians from the Muko-
gawa Mennonite Brethren Church 
quickly formed a volunteer brigade 
to assist victims. At first there were 
only those from that church itself, but 
they were soon joined by volunteers 
f r o m o ther M e n n o n i t e Bre th ren 
churches and other denominations. 
One of the first things they did was to 
make huge name tags to wear on their 
chests. The placards read, "I am your 
feet. Please ask me for anything or 
any help you need. Mennonite Breth-
ren Disaster Relief." Underneath was 
the name of the local church, its pas-
tor and the church telephone number. 
As volunteers walked the streets or 
bicycled where they could, they made 
themselves available to all who saw 
them. 
John Graybill—Grand Hall, Osaka 
Through a friend we heard of a 
needy church (Salvation Army) just a 
few doors north of the Kobe train sta-
tion. The building had been badly 
damaged and the church people were 
in need of immediate food and warm 
clothing. The two-story structure has 
been condemned by the city and 
needs to be rebuilt within two years. 
We had made an appointment to 
have lunch with some of the church 
people, hosting them with a meal we 
had prepared and taken along. As we 
sat down at a makeshift table in the 
center of this former place of wor-
ship, my heart was deeply moved. 
Here was a group of seven Christian 
brothers and sisters who themselves 
had no bath for the past three weeks, 
no running water in the taps, no gas 
heat, no inside flush toilet facilities 
(we had to stand in line outside to use 
the portable, plastic chemical unit at 
the street corner), yet they were prais-
ing the Lord "just to be alive and 
well." I was deeply moved as one of 
the men testified by saying, "My 
house and furnishings are all gone. I 
have nothing. I don't know what I 
will do in the future. But I have God." 
In the midst of this we were able to 
encourage them a bit by giving them 
some warm clothing we as a church 
body had gathered. We also gave 
$403.72, our love offering from the 
previous Sunday. 
We are more thankful than ever for 
our daily blessings of running water, 
flush toilet, warm home, electricity, 
having a job, and just being alive. We 
realize that these earthly things are 
just temporary. The people of Kobe 
went to bed Monday night rich and 
woke up Tuesday with nothing. We 
need to remind ourselves to "seek 
things which are above" and not to 
"love the things of this world." 
continued on page 14 
your vacation yet? 
Brethren in Christ World Missions invites 
you to Nicaragua. Several spaces 
are available on Team 3 planned 
for July 15-29, 1995. 
For more information, call Susan 
Schwartz at (717) 697-2634, or write to 
Brethren in Christ World Missions, 
P.O. Box 390, Grantham, PA 17027. 
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Church at the 
slaughtering block 
Dennis Shenk—Mtshabezi Mission, 
Zimbabwe 
One Sunday morning while we 
were still living at Wanezi, as we 
were headed to church, Carol noticed 
a large group of children near the 
slaughtering block outside the school 
dining hall. Most of these children 
had walked from nearby villages to 
gather leftover food. When we got to 
church, Carol collected her junior 
church children and helpers, and they 
all went to the slaughtering block. She 
asked the children if she could tell 
them a story. They agreed and sat 
down, about forty in all. She told 
them a Bible story, sang songs, taught 
them "Jesus Loves Me" in sign lan-
guage, prayed, and showed tlvjm the 
church building where they could 
come the next week. 
The fo l lowing Sunday she saw 
some of the children. When she asked 
if they were coming to church, they 
said they could not come because 
they were dirty and did not have clean 
clothes to wear. She tried to explain to 
the children that it didn't matter how 
they looked. But the children said 
they could come only when they were 
better dressed. 
Shortly after this encounter, we 
moved to Mtshabezi. But before we 
left, Carol talked to the new Sunday 
school superintendent. As a result he 
is going to encourage the new junior 
church leader to have junior church at 
the slaughtering block. Carol contin-
ues to pray for these little ones. She 
also hopes to begin a junior church 
program at Mtshabezi. 
Finding growth 
Jake Shenk—Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
Recently we ministered at Nketha, 
a new church planted in a new suburb 
of Bulawayo. There were 175 people 
crowded under some canvas stretched 
over poles. The congregation is trying 
to raise money for a church building. 
At another new church planted in 
Nkulumane we found 160 people in 
one room of a house! The new church 
building we dedicated at Zwehamba 
was packed, with some people listen-
ing from outside. And it was good to 
participate in the first baptismal ser-








Housekeep ing , mainte-
nance, and receptionist posi-
tions are available. 
Seniors, singles, and cou-
ples are invited to serve. 
For information, contact: 
Paxton Ministries 
2001 Paxton St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Phone (717) 236-5508 
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WE'RE NOT SITTING ON THE JOB. 
Your support has made this and 




In fact, we're still breaking ground. 
Since 1920 MCC has been responding 
to human need through: 
Tractors to Chartte 
Olive trees to Hebras 
Seed corn to Buiawayo 
Dams in Djifeo 
Teachers in Temple Half 
Carpenters in ISiiiisfeufg 
Recycling in Mmmtm 
Water tanks its facaim&o 
Paper-making in Feni 
Orchards ia Neudaefiina 
MCC seeks more short-term "peace presence" volunteers 
Burundi: Volleyball games, 
presence of internationals 
lelp defuse violence 
Hundreds of people have been killed 
and thousands have fled their homes 
over the past several weeks as violence 
continues in Burundi, Rwanda's south-
ern neighbor. Burundians who have 
come in contact with MCC workers 
there have expressed immense appreci-
ation for their presence. The MCCers, 
called "peace presence" volunteers, are 
attempting to help restore trust and build 
relationships between Hutus and Tutsis. 
Steve Weaver and Peter Dula are 
based in Kwibuka, a Quaker church cen-
ter, and Keith Miller lives in Kibimba. 
The peace presence volunteers report the 
following recent experiences: 
• Weaver and Dula convinced young 
people f rom the local hospital and 
church, mostly Hutus, to go to a nearby 
military camp to play volleyball with 
the Tutsi soldiers. 
• When Tutsi students threw a gre-
nade into a room occupied by Hutu stu-
dents, Weaver and Dula offered their 
house as a meeting place for a Tutsi and 
several Hutus to discuss the incident. 
Weaver's and Dula's presence served to 
reassure the participants they would be 
safe. 
• Quaker leaders in Kwibuka say 
Sunday morning worship attendance has 
increased sharply since Weaver and 
Dula have come to live there. Because 
internationals are present, people are no 
longer afraid to come to church. 
• Miller asked students in his art 
class to draw pictures of war and peace. 
Many students drew pictures of soldiers 
firing into houses and at people. In the 
peaceful pictures, many students drew 
hoes and gardens, revealing their dreams 
of the day when their mothers and 
fathers can farm in peace. 
• Weaver accompanied a delivery of 
MCC-Canadian Foodgrains Bank food 
to an isolated area in the north where 
soldiers had attacked civilians. A pastor 
gratefully accepted the food and asked, 
"Who are you and why do you care?" 
MCCers say northeastern Burundi 
has turned into a "war zone," and re-
quest prayer for Weaver and David Niy-
onzima, a Burundian colleague, who 
plan to deliver MCC-Canadian Food-
grains Bank lentils to the region. Church 
members will share the food with dis-
placed Tutsis in a nearby camp, includ-
ing militia members who terrorize local 
people and have threatened to throw a 
grenade into the church. 
"The most important part of this aid 
distribution is that we share with a lov-
ing, forgiving spirit. The lentils will be 
eaten in a few days, but the memory of a 
kind act will endure," Niyonzima says. 
MCC workers do not feel expatriates 
are targets of the violence, although 
there is danger of being caught in "the 
wrong place at the wrong time," accord-
ing to Eric Olfert, MCC Africa co-sec-
retary. MCC continues to look for peo-
ple to serve in Burundi as short-term 
peace presence volunteers. Interested 
persons should phone MCC Personnel in 
Akron, Pa., at (717) 859-1151, or in 
Winnipeg, Man., at (204) 261-6381. 
Harold Otto, MCC's Rwanda-Burun-
di program coordinator, is based in 
Bujumbura, the capital, where the situa-
tion is currently tense but calm. In mid-
March Otto had reported hearing gre-
nades and gunfire nightly. At the end of 
March the Tutsi army chased Burundi-
ans perceived to be Hutus out of sever-
al mixed neighborhoods in Bujumbura. 
Some 25,000 people fled their homes. 
Otto plans to visit some of these dis-
placed people both in Burundi and in 
Zaire to see if MCC can provide assis-
tance. 
The situation is not without bright 
spots, however. Otto reports the Burun-
dian Council of Churches held a suc-
cessful meeting in mid-March; one out-
come was a newly created peace and 
reconciliation department. The Council 
of Churches includes both Tutsis and 
Hutus. Quakers in Gitega, Burundi's 
second largest city, are opening a peace 
center that will include a bookstore and 
a meeting place. • 
UPDATE REGARDING DARRELL AND ANNA WINGER 
Darrell and Anna Winger and their two children arrived in Mozambique 
in late December to begin their ministry of leadership training among the 
churches there. Upon arrival, they discovered a change of church leadership 
and what appears to be a shift in church priorities. The Mozambique church 
is now more interested in finances than in leadership training. Brethren in 
Christ World Missions does not feel it is our responsibility to fund the church 
in Mozambique other than in leadership training. 
In light of these circumstances, the administration of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions viewed this as an opportunity to transfer the Wingers to 
Blantyre, Malawi. The church leaders in Malawi have requested a missionary 
for the purpose of training Brethren in Christ pastors in the Blantyre area and 
beyond. Since leadership training is a high priority with Brethren in Christ 
World Missions, it seemed appropriate to make this transfer at this time. 
The Brethren in Christ in Malawi conduct a dual ministry. There is the 
ministry among the Chewa-speaking people which is an outgrowth of contacts 
with the Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe. At last report, there were 11 
churches and a membership of 785. 
The second Brethren in Christ ministry is the ministry of our missionaries 
among the Yao people near Mangochi, several hours from Blantyre. Gary and 
Mel Andricks are assigned to this ministry. It is envisioned that the Wingers 
and the Andrickses will be supportive partners in ministry in Malawi. 
Darrell and Anna have responded positively to this change. Please pray for 
them as they make this transfer and go through the "settling in" process in 
Blantyre. 
Darrell and Anna Winger 
P.O. Box 2544 
Blantyre, Malawi 
Africa 
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Peace Sunday at the Grantham Church 
"Beating swords into plowshares" 
by Harriet Sider Bicksler 
On Peace Sunday this year at the 
Grantham Church, one sixth grader came 
to Sunday school prepared to give the 
entire contents of his savings account to 
Mennonite Central Committee's Laos 
Bombie Removal Project. Other children 
and adults in the congregation added to 
his $37 to contribute a total of $1,540 to 
the project, well surpassing our goal of 
$1,000. 
Activities on Peace Sunday capped a 
month-long educational and promotional 
campaign featuring the Laos Bombie Re-
moval Project. The project, sponsored by 
MCC, has as its goal the removal of 
unexploded cluster bombs (known as 
bomblets or "bombies" because of their 
small size) from the mountainous regions 
of Laos. For nine years during the Viet-
nam War, the United States dropped 
more than 580,000 planeloads of cluster 
bombs on Laos. Twenty years after the 
war ended, unexploded bombs continue 
to litter the fields, killing and maiming 
peasant farmers and their children when 
they suddenly detonate during work or 
play. MCC is collaborating with the 
Mines Advisory Group from England to 
train local workers to painstakingly 
locate, tag, and then detonate the bombs 
so that the land can be safely used again. 
During 1995, MCC hopes to raise 
$500,000 for this project, and thus help to 
fulfill Ezekiel's prophecy, "I will make 
with them a covenant of peace.... They 
shall live in safety and no one shall make 
them afraid (34:25, 28). 
To create interest in and a visual focal 
point for the project, we decorated a 
weeping fig tree with 100 "bombies" 
made out of styrofoam balls covered with 
foil and placed it in the narthex three 
weeks before Peace Sunday. For each 
$10 contribution to the project, one 
bombie was removed and replaced with a 
colorful paper crane, a universal symbol 
of peace. Children in grades 4-6 attended 
a "Peace Party" where they learned about 
Laos, made the bombs, and folded cranes. 
As contributions in multiples of $10 were 
received, the bombie tree was gradually 
transformed into a colorfully-decorated 
peace tree. By the end of Peace Sunday, 
we had run out of bombs and cranes and 
we more than met our goal of $1,000. 
Our Peace Sunday celebration includ-
ed several other features besides the 
bombie tree and Peace Party. In the 
morning worship services, we sang peace 
hymns and read a peace litany, and a 
short "God at work in our world" spot 
provided up-to-date information about 
the Laos Bombie Removal Project. Our 
guest speaker, Mary Fisher of Asbury 
Theological Seminary, preached a ser-
mon on a peacemaking theme. Mary 
spoke again in the evening service, when 
Dana Bicksler, a Messiah College stu-
dent and member of the Grantham 
Church, also shared about her recent 
attendance at a racism conference and 
challenged the congregation with the 
importance of racial reconciliation. 
In an adult Sunday school elective, 
Titus Peachey, co-coordinator for MCC 
U.S. Peace and Justice Ministries and a 
former MCC worker in Laos, showed a 
short MCC video ("The Past is Present") 
about the bomb removal pro jec t , 
described it further, and challenged us 
with our responsibility to help stop the 
suffering still being caused by a war that 
officially has been over for 20 years. Fol-
lowing his effective presentation, several 
people went directly to the bombie tree 
Evangel Press adds 
high-tech equipment 
In 1984, Evangel Press (the printing division of the 
Board for Media Ministries) sold $1,042,875 of printing. 
Ten years later, revenues of Evangel Press were 
$2,353,434. This is a 241 percent increase in sales that has 
required investment in the latest printing technology to 
keep up with increasing demands for quality and service. 
The number of staff in the printing division has changed 
very little in the last ten years. However, most of the 
equipment at Evangel Press is fairly current technology. 
This January, Evangel Press added an AGFA AccuSet 
800 Imagesetter that produces laser-exposed film direct-
ly from Macintosh desk top computers. This eliminates 
the camera operation for much of our film output and 
allows publications such as the Evangelical Visitor to 
merge artwork, photographs, and text together on Mac-
intosh computers and output the images on a single piece 
of film with all components integrated. It's a great step 
forward in productivity. 
In addition to typesetting equipment, Evangel Press 
also recently purchased a Heidelberg SORSZ two-color 
offset press. This large-capacity press will be used to print the 
increasing amount of two- and four-color printing Evangel Press 
does on paper larger than 14 x 20 inches (the maximum size of 
our four-color Heidelberg GTO press). Very appropriately, one 
Technicians use a heavy-duty hoist to lift the main part of the new Heidel-
berg two-color press from its shipping skid onto its pre-positioned base. 
Maximum paper size of the new press is 28 x 40 inches. Visible on the left 
is a Miller two-color press, currently used to print the Evangelical Visitor, 
the Jubilee curriculum, and other magazines and books. 
of the first jobs on the new Heidelberg SORSZ was Jubilee: 
God's Good News. Hence, if you are using Jubilee: God's Good 
News this summer, it was printed on the Brethren in Christ press 
pictured above. • 
• -
Evangelical Visitor 
display to make their contribution to the 
project. 
The elementary children's Sunday 
school classes also had lessons on Laos, 
using the Asia Resource Box for children 
available from MCC. Each child was 
given a bookmark about the project and a 
spoon made from discarded bomb cas-
ings. Seventh and eighth graders saw the 
MCC video, "The Innocent ," which 
explores personal responsibility for war 
by telling the story of one Laotian woman 
killed by a bombie while working in her 
field. We also exhibited two MCC dis-
plays on Laos: the Plowshares Exhibit 
includes plates, spoons, kettles, bells, and 
other items made from bomb casings, and 
a photo exhibit explains the project. 
Beside the displays were quantities of 
free literature, including MCC brochures 
and a recent issue of Shalom! on peace-
making. 
Our Peace Sunday celebration was 
successful for several reasons. (1) We 
had a specific theme around which we 
organized a variety of activities for all 
ages. (2) Our project was easy to under-
stand and represent visually; tugged at 
our sympathies for suffering people; and 
offered a concrete way to help. (Although 
we raise money for special missions proj-
ects during our annual missions confer-
ences, this was our first peace project. 
Based on our success, I 'm already think-
ing ahead to next year!) (3) Regardless of 
political or theological persuasion, every-
one could identify with the suffering the 
war caused for the Laotian people, and 
seemed open to consider their responsi-
bility to alleviate and prevent more war-
related suffering and death. (4) We pro-
Theme: Life in Franklin County congregations 
Annual meeting of the Brethren in 
Christ Historical Society 
The Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society will hold its annual meeting for 
1995 on June 24. The theme of the 
meeting is life in the Franklin County 
Brethren in Christ churches. 
The program begins at 2 p.m. at the 
Ringgold Meeting House in Ringgold, 
Maryland, where Morris Sider will 
describe various aspects of the meeting 
house, including how its structure, 
arrangement, and furniture are symbols 
of historic Brethren in Christ principles 
and practices. The program shifts in the 
latter part of the afternoon to the Air 
Hill church, Chambersburg, where Avery 
and Eunice Zook will present through 
slides Brethren in Christ people and 
places of the past in Franklin County. 
This presentation will be followed 
by a love feast meal prepared by the Air 
Hill congregation using the menu of 
Franklin County love feast meals of the 
past. Storytelling, also in the Air Hill 
church, will follow the meal. Charlie 
Byers will tell how people and congre-
gations fellowshipped in his earlier 
years; Ruth Dourte will talk about J. 
Lester Myers, one of the prominent 
leaders in the Franklin County churches 
and in the denomination (she will be 
assisted by one or more of J. Lester 
Myers' children); and Frank Kipe will 
tell about people he remembers who 
"walked the walk." 
All interested persons—members or 
non-members of the Brethren in Christ 
Historical Society—are invited to attend. 
The meal is without charge. Those wish-
ing to attend only one rather than all the 
sessions may do so. An offering will be 
taken during the evening program. 
For questions and travel directions, 
write to the Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society, Grantham. PA 17027 (telephone 
717-691-6048), or to Avery and Eunice 
Zook, 6000 Cumberland Highway, 
Chambersburg, PA 17201. 
Left: The "Bombie Tree" in the narthex. 
Above: Making the "bombies" from styro-
foam and foil. 
how Micah's vision can become reality 
(see Micah 4). As the bombies are 
removed from the fields of Laos, as prac-
tical utensils are made from bomb cas-
ings, and as land once causing death and 
suffering yields life and food, "swords" 
literally are being beaten into "plow-
shares" and people and nations are learn-
ing about peace instead of war. I think 
everyone at the Grantham Church who 
contributed to our peace project, includ-
ing the sixth grader who emptied his sav-
ings account, feels good about being part 
of that. 
Harriet Sider Bicksler, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., is adult Sunday school coordinator at the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church and is a 
member-at-large of the board of Mennonite 
Central Committee U.S. For more information 
about the Laos Bombie Removal Project and 
how you can help, contact your regional or 
provincial MCC office, or call MCC at (717) 
859-1151. 
moted the project and Peace Sunday 
activities for several weeks before the 
actual day, by way of the bombie tree 
display, a newsletter article, bulletin an-
nouncements, and mailbox flyers. (5) We 
took advantage of the wonderful free 
resources for all ages available to us from 
MCC. 
The Grantham Church celebrates 
Peace Sunday every year, usually on the 
first Sunday in March as designated by 
the Brethren in Christ Church (this year 
we had to reschedule to April 2). On 
Peace Sunday, we celebrate our heritage 
as people of peace who are committed to 
nonviolence and reconciliation, and we 
reflect on our responsibility to be biblical 
peacemakers in a world often torn apart 
by hatred, violence, and war between 
individuals and nations. This year, with 
our focus on the Laos Bombie Removal 
Project, we had a concrete example of 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill church, Chambers-
burg, Pa., received nine new mem-
b e r s Mar . 19. S tua r t Ke l ly led 
revival meetings Mar. 12-15. • The 
Antrim congregation. Chambers-
burg, recently hosted a Winger t 
Family Singers benefit concert with 
money going toward the liver trans-
plant of Viola Wingert. • Curt and 
Marti Byers led a family emphasis 
weekend Mar. 25-26 for the Cham-
bersburg church. • Outreach month 
began Mar. 19 at the Fairview Ave. 
c h u r c h , W a y n e s b o r o , Pa. The 
evening service featured "Bridge of 
Blood," a play about Jim Elliot, mis-






The Houghton Brethren in 
C h r i s t C h u r c h is p l a n n i n g 
Celebra t ion 95, recognizing 
the 100th anniversary of the 
congregat ion , which started 
with meetings held in a small 
c lear ing in the woods , with 
logs for pews. 
Saturday and Sunday, 
July 8 and 9, 
1995 
Speakers include E. Mor-
ris Sider, Elwood Flewelling, 
B r i a n L o f t h o u s e , R. D a l e 
Shaw, Ciive Ollies, Leonard 
Chester, Arthur Heise, Eldon 
Byers , Darrel l Winger , and 
Mary Fretz. 
Housing is being provid-
ed by reques t fo r Sa tu rday 
evening. 
Advance notice of atten-
d a n c e is apprec ia ted , espe-
c i a l l y f o r t h e S a t u r d a y 
evening pork barbecue. 
For information, contact the 
Houghton Brethren in 
Christ Church 
R.R. #5 
Langton, Ontario NOE IGO 
(519) 875-2414 
house Puppeteers from Hagerstown 
Rescue Mission performed Mar. 19 
for the Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro. 
March was Sunday school pro-
mot ion month at the Hol lowel l 
church. Waynesboro. • On Mar. 5 
the Iron Springs congregation. Fair-
field, Pa., saw the Billy Graham 
movie "Power Play." Mar. 19 guest 
speakers were Harry Bergy and H. 
Frank Kipe. • Larry Graybill led 
Mar. 12-15 services for the Mar-
tinsburg, Pa., church. On Mar. 26, 
Phyllis Engle spoke. She is librarian 
and student advisor at Theological 
College of Central Africa. • Forty 
members of the Kids' Choir of the 
New Guilford church, Chambers-
burg, presented the Psalty 10 musi-
cal, "Salvat ion Celebra t ion," on 
Mar . 18-19 . • John G e y e r led 
revival meetings Mar. 5-12 for the 
Springhope congregation, Schells-
burg, Pa. • The young adult class of 
the Van Lear c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
Williamsport, Md„ sang in the Mar. 
19 service. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Phone's For You campaign 
Feb. 20—Mar. 10 for the Conoy 
church, Elizabethtown, Pa., included 
10,500 dial-ups and 840 households 
signing up for mailings. • "He ' s 
Been Faithful" by the Celebration 
Singers was the Mar. 5 program on 
Hebrews 11:1 at the Cross Roads 
church. Mount Joy, Pa. • The Eliz-
abethtown congregation received 
18 new members on Mar. 26. The 
bell choir joined with that of the 
Pequea church (Lancaster, Pa.) to 
present Mar. 12 and 19 concerts. • 
The women of the Fairland church, 
Cleona, Pa., hosted a "pies and 
praise" event Mar. 12. Janet Stewart 
of Mission Aviat ion Fel lowship 
shared on Mar. 5 in the combined 
adult classes. • The youth of the 
Free Grace congregation. Millers-
burg, Pa., offered their services on 
three spring Saturdays to do house-
work . P r o c e e d s went toward a 
Toronto missions trip. 
The Hempfield congregation, 
Lancaster, participated in the 50-Day 
Adven tu re , "Fac ing Down Our 
Fears." New church officers were 
consecrated Mar. 5. • The Lancas-
ter, congregation had a children's 
ministry forum Mar. 11, a time of 
evaluat ion and v is ion-bui ld ing . 
Twenty-four youth have taken the 
"True Love Waits" pledge. • Guest 
Craig Sider preached Mar. 5 to the 
Manor congregation, Mountville, 
Pa., on "Capturing a Passion for the 
Church." The Jacobs Brothers were 
in concert Mar. 19. • Ken Gibson 
c h a l l e n g e d the M a y t o w n , Pa . , 
church Feb. 25—Mar. 1 on "Mobi-
lizing for Lay Ministry." • Mar. 12 
was the first Sunday the Millers-
ville, Pa., congregation enjoyed their 
new facility. 
Na ta l i e Houck of the M o n -
toursville, Pa., church left mid-
February for two months with the 
Bundys in Spain. • On Mar. 18 the 
Mount Pleasant church, Mt. Joy, 
Pa., had a bake sale to help with the 
expenses of the quiz team at the 
Can/Am tourney. • On Mar. 12 the 
New Covenant congregation, Quak-
ertown. Pa., baptized six persons and 
received 11 new members. • On 
Mar. 12 the New Joy congregation, 
Akron, Pa., began a study on how 
to make stress work for you. • The 
Palmyra, Pa., congregation partic-
ipated in the MCC Penny Power 
Project through Mar. 29. The church 
enjoyed a spring concert Mar. 26 
with Frances Drost and Lenny Gault. 
• The Perkiomen Valley congrega-
tion, Collegeville, Pa., hosted the 
Mar . 20 c o m m u n i t y Red Cross 
blood drive. 
Ken Danielson, Professor of Oral 
Communication at Messiah College, 
spoke to the Refton, Pa., congrega-
tion on Mar. 5. The women learned 
CPR at their Mar. 16 Sonshine 'n' 
Coffee meeting. • Church planter 
Terry Friesen spoke Feb. 26 to the 
Silverdale, Pa., congregation • The 
youth of the Skyline View church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., requested casual 
dress on Youth Sunday, Apr. 2. • 
The Summit View congregation, 
New Holland, Pa., had a sub sale 
Mar. 4 for summer camp scholar-
ships. The church participated in the 
• -
Evangelical Visitor 
A month to celebrate for 
New Joy congregation 
community with an invitation to 
attend a four-part series on "How 
To Make Stress Work For You!" 
March 12-April 2. March concluded 
with the first anniversary of the 
Grand Opening Celebration of Joy. 
This event included interviews and 
The New Joy Church, Ephrata, Pa., celebrated the 
completion of one full year of Sunday morning ministry 
in March. The month began with "Appreciation Sun-
day" on March 5th—146 attended, with nearly 100 stay-
ing for the pizza and salad lunch which followed. A 
20,000 piece direct mailing blanketed the surrounding 
testimonies of people who came to 
the church as a result of canvassing, 
phoning, mailing, advertiser insert, 
and Brethren in Christ background. 
A surprise was given to the 180 
people in attendance; the message 
focus was "Replacing Anxiety With Trust"; and the cli-
max was cutting the Birthday Cake. During the month of 
March, 34 family units registered as first-time guests 
from the community, bringing the average attendance 
for March to 151 (the highest monthly average to date). 
Average attendance for the year was 116. 
50-Day Adventure through Chape] 
of the Air. 
Canadian Conference 
Ann Mar ie Shaw is the new 
small groups coordinator for the 
Bertie church, Stevensville, Ont. • 
Brian Spence led recent revival 
meetings for the Boyle congregation, 
St. Ann's, Ont. • The women's Care 
and Share group of the Bridlewood 
church, Agincourt, Ont., recently 
studied Matthew. A men and boys' 
breakfast was Mar. 11 at the Station 
Restaurant. • Winter messages by 
Pastor Bill Johnston of the Cross 
Roads Memor ia l congrega t ion , 
Guelph, Ont., were from the book 
of Nehemiah on "Building Projects." 
• Ron Lof thouse led a series of 
renewal meetings Mar. 3-5 at the 
Delisle, Sask., church. 
The youth of the Falls View con-
gregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., had a 
rummage sale Mar. 25. Dean and 
Ann Mar ie Parry , J im and Beth 
She l ly , and Phy l l i s Eng le were 
speakers at the Mar. 31—Apr. 2 
missions weekend. • The senior 
highs of the Heise Hill congrega-
tion, Gormley, Ont., enjoyed a trip to 
Montreal on Mar. 11. • "A Christ-
centered community where you are 
important" is the motto of two new 
growth study groups at the Kings-
wood church, Barrie, Ont. • The 
New Life congregation, Colling-
wood, Ont., hosted the A W A N A 
Grand Prix on Mar. 25. • The Oak 
Ridges. Ont., congregation is back 
in the i r o w n b u i l d i n g a f t e r six 
months of addition building. 
Bob Leadley is helping to minis-
ter in Bible study through an inter-
preter to three Russian families who 
are new attenders of the Orchard 
Creek church, St. Catharines, Ont. • 
On Mar. 31 the Port Colborne, 
Ont., church had Operation Uplift 
Down Debt—a silent auction, des-
sert, and concert. • The Rosebank 
congrega t ion , Pe te r sburg , Ont . , 
invited three other congregations to 
join them Mar. 5 for a love feast led 
by Ross Nigh. • On Mar. 15 the 
Sherkston, Ont., congregation had a 
winter picnic with food and games. 
Adolph Hahn has been filling in 
for Pastor Silvestro of the Spring-
vale, Ont., church during his cancer 
treatments. Twelve girls participated 
in World Vision's 30-Hour Famine 
Mar. 17-18, raising $755. • "Dis-
covering the Real You" was a Ron 
Susek seminar hosted Mar. 5 by the 
Stayner, Ont., church. • The Upper 
Oaks congregation celebrated its 
ninth anniversary on Mar. 26. • 
Counselor Lyn Maukonen gave a 
seminar Mar. 5 and 12 for the Wain-
fleet, Ont., congregation on the 50-
Day Adventure theme of fears. • On 
Mar. 3-5 the women of the West-
heights congregation, Kitchener, 
Ont., had their second annual retreat 
at Teen Ranch, Caledonia. 
Central Conference 
On Apr. 1 the women of the 
Amherst congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio, had an afternoon out at the 
ATI Craft Show in Wooster. • On 
Feb. 25, Bishop Byers preached at 
the Ash land, Ohio , church and 
assisted Pastor Robitaille in a dea-
cons consecration service. • Kermit 
Farlow of North Carolina led Mar. 
1-12 revival services for the Bethel 
congregation, Merrill, Mich. • The 
Beulah Chapel congregation, Spring-
field, Ohio, recently hosted a WEEC 
"radio rally" with personalities from 
the 100.7 airwaves. • The Feb. 25-
26 missions weekend of the Car-
land-Zion church, Owosso, Mich., 
featured A1 and Thata Book, George 
and Nancy Kibler, Phyllis Engle, 
Kim Spirek, and Phil Keefer. 
On Mar. 11 the Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, Ind., had a 
family night with their version of the 
$10,000 Pyramid game. Ed Rickman 
preached Mar. 26 on "Benefits of a 
Stewardship Lifestyle ." • Pastor 
Walker of the Lakeview congrega-
t ion, Goodr ich , Mich. , taught a 
"Growing Together" marriage sem-
inar Mar. 9-12 in Waukesha, Wise. • 
The Morrison, 111., church offered 
the m e m b e r s h i p class February 
through April, "On Being Brethren 
in Christ." • Doug Sider led special 
meetings Mar. 5-8 for the Nappa-
nee, Ind., congregation. 
On Mar. 5 the Northgate fel-
lowship, Tipp City, Ohio, had a 
carry-in meal and mini quiz between 
the adults and the teen team. • The 
Fa i t h fu l W a t c h m a n presen ted a 
gospel music program during the 
Mar. 12 service of the Peace Chapel 
church, Ravenna, Ohio. • A Mar. 5 
open house at the parsonage of the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church showed 
off a r emode led ki tchen. • The 
Sippo Valley congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio, en joyed a concert by 
Crossways on Apr. 2. • The Union 
Grove congregation, New Paris, 
Ind., hosted regional conference. • 
The Chapel Belles of the Valley 
Chapel congregation, Canton, Ohio, 
made crosses of cracked glass as an 
Easter project on Mar. 21. 
Midwest Conference 
Mar. 12 was World Focus Sun-
day at the Mound Park church, 
Dallas Center, Iowa, with guests 
Dana and Judy Crider, on furlough 
from India. • Bob and Mary Lister 
of the Rosebank church, Hope, 
Kan., attended the Midwest regional 
pastors and spouses ' retreat near 
Topeka on Mar. 19-22. • The youth 
of the Zion church, Abilene, Kan., 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
May 1, 1895—"In every department of life incompeten-
cy is a mortification and disgrace, except in the church. 
Here the stock excuse for exemption from work, sometimes 
made without a blush, by those who have been years in the 
communion of the church, is incompetency.... A sense of 
insufficiency for service is an argument for service, for we 
learn to serve by serving, how to work by working.... What 
an impetus it would give the cause of Christ, if the latent 
unused forces of the church were to be made available 
through the consent of the people...." 
75 Years Ago 
May 17, 1920—The Commencement calendar for Mes-
siah Bible School at Grantham was announced. Sunday, 
May 30: 10:45 a.m., Baccalaureate Sermon; 1:30 and 6:00 
p.m., Love Feast and Communion Services. Monday, May 
31: 7:45 p.m., Missionary Meeting. Tuesday, June 1: 2:00 
p.m., Class Day Exercises; 7:45 p.m., Alumni Meeting. 
50 Years Ago 
May 21, 1945—Jesse W. Hoover's editorial entitled 
"Victory" began: "Announcement of the long-anticipated V-
E Day is now history. Our President has proclaimed the 
end of the war in Europe. Obviously the powers that be 
have achieved their avowed purpose to enforce uncondi-
tional surrender on their foes.... But our thanksgiving is 
very sober, almost somber. We recognize that wars are con-
tinuing to rage on the other side of the world. We are under 
no delusions that our sowing of the seeds of violence and 
strife will bring forth a harvest of goodness and mercy. 
Hatred does not beget love. The waging of wars does not 
propagate peace. During this entire dispensation, each war 
has initiated another more terrible...." 
25 Years Ago 
May 25, 1970—In his editorial John Zercher comments 
on student protests against the Vietnam war: "No one can 
deny the seriousness of the crisis and both the width and the 
depth of the chasm that divides the nation. There are, how-
ever, two hopeful signs which are becoming evident. On the 
part of the students there is evidence that leadership is being 
assumed by the more reasonable.... The other hopeful sign 
is the growing willingness of the establishment to listen.... 
These students are dead serious.... They are a little tired of 
fighting their elders' war especially when a war is ques-
tionable on moral, historical, diplomatic and militaristic 
grounds. It is to the credit of the youth that they are more 
responsive to the cry of a child and the sobbing of a moth-
er than to the beat of a drum." 
10 Years Ago 
May 1985—In an article entitled, '"We believe in the 
Holy Spirit...' or do we?", Arthur Climenhaga asks, "Have 
we been so 'filled,' so baptized, that the sense of the 'fire' 
of God's presence burns in our hearts? If so, let us not 
quench his living presence within. If so, let us seek his con-
stant, daily, baptizing, cleansing presence." (In the same 
issue, it was noted that Dr. Climenhaga had been named 
"Holiness Exponent of the Year" by the Christian Holiness 
Association.) 
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A complete set of Church 
News Guidelines and "For 
the Record" forms were 
mailed to each pastor in 
April. Church News Corre-
spondents: Check with 
your pastor if you did not 
receive this information. 
held a Mar. 12 chili supper fund rais-
er with entertainment by the Hei-
berts. Harvey Sider brought words 
of gree t ings on Mar . 19 for the 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino. Calif., church hosted 
a financial concepts seminar Mar. 
31—Apr. 1. Pastor Thrush preached 
a February through May series on 
"Healing Our Human Hurts." • The 
Pacific Highway church, Salem, 
Ore., is cooperating with Love, Inc., 
a humanitarian project of the Greater 
Salem Assoc. of Evangelicals, pro-
viding spiritual, material, and coun-
seling assistance to those in need. 
An adult class is studying The Breth-
ren in Christ and Biblical Interpre-
tation. • The Upland, Calif., church 
hosted a sacred classical guitar con-
cert Mar. 10 by Rick Foster, and a 
Lou Jones concert Mar. 26. • Jack 
McClane spoke Mar. 5 to the Wal-
nut, Calif., congregation. The con-
gregation used six weekly symbols 
to call to remembrance aspects of 
preparation and repentance during 
Lent: ashes, water, stones, wheat, 
oil, and candle. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel con-
g r e g a t i o n , C o l u m b i a . Ky. , has 
replaced the sanctuary ceiling and 
had a new lighting system installed. 
The youth of the church are helping 
plan for the resumption of the Ken-
tucky Brethren in Chris t Youth 
Rallys, scheduled to start this spring. 
• The Holden Park congregation, 
Orlando, Fla., received four new 
members on Feb. 26 and baptized 
two persons Mar. 19. • The Miller-
field's congregation, Columbia, Ky., 
had three special o f f e r ings this 
spring: two for the building fund, 
and one Mar. 26 for the Miami 
churches. • On Mar. 1 the Win-
chester, Va., church began a series 
of Lenten services utilizing the video 
"Jesus of Nazareth." Eduardo Llanes 
preached Apr. 2. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The sewing circle of the Big 
Valley church, Belleville, Pa., col-
lected used c lo th ing to send to 
Siberia. Ken Smith led revival meet-
ings Apr. 3-9. • Pastor Hoke of the 
Carlisle, Pa., church traveled Apr. 
23—May 2 with the Clyde Dupin 
ministries to Russia. • Pastor Let-
ner of the Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Mifflintown, Pa., spoke in sev-
eral settings recently on the distor-
tions of Freemasonry. The church 
had a service of dedication Mar. 26 
for its additional facilities. • The 
Cedar Heights congregation. Mill 
Hal l , Pa. , hos ted a c o m m u n i t y 
singspiration Mar. 26 with local 
choirs and musicians. • John Long 
and Phyllis Engle were speakers at 
the Mar. 18-19 missions conference 
of the Dillsburg. Pa., church. 
The women's volleyball team of 
the Fairview church, Reesers Sum-
mit, Pa., participated in the Mar. 11 
Brethren in Christ sports tourney at 
Messiah Col lege . • A four-par t 
Richard Foster video series on spir-
itual disciplines concluded Mar. 12 
at the Grantham. Pa., church. • On 
Mar. 12 the Hanover, Pa., congre-
gation enjoyed a concert by Frances 
Dros t . • The J e m i s o n V a l l e y 
church, Westfield, Pa., filled grocery 
bags for MCC. A series of meetings 
with Walter Winger concluded Mar. 
5. • Dana and Judy Crider spoke in 
the Mar. 5 service of the Marsh 
Creek church , Howard , Pa. H. 
Frank Kipe led revival services Mar. 
26—Apr. 2. 
The M e c h a n i c s b u r g , Pa . , 
church hosted regional conference 
Apr . 7 -8 . • B i s h o p H a w b a k e r 
preached Mar. 26 on "Lessons from 
Spr ing" to the Mess iah Vil lage 
church, Mechanicsburg. • Lawton 
J a c o b s and his w i f e Sue were 
installed recently as pastoral couple 
I / [ / ] oveij/\/\aPPers 
Commendation to Brethren in 
Christ Churches for 1994 Giving 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 





Congregational 490,441 451,843 
Individual 6,217 66,408 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 181.305 137.999 
Congregational 152,350 69,053 
Individual 28,955 68,946 
Total to Date 677.963 656,250 
Total Budget 4 .091.643 4.093.469 
Received to Date 16.6% 16% 
Brethren in Christ congregations have demonstrated 
their loyalty and commitment to the ministries of the 
church with their giving in 1994. 
The following congregations are to be commended for 
their levels of giving in 1994. The percentage figure 
identifies the percentage of the total congregational bud-
get which was given to Cooperative Ministries through 
proportionate and designated giving. Direct giving by the 
congregations is not included in this calculation. 
Thanks to each of these congregations. 
Special thanks to all congregations participating in 
1994 giving which may not have yet reached the 10 per-
cent goal. Your gifts are very important and greatly 
appreciated. 
Per Member Giving Report—Brethren in Christ 
1994 per member giving: $1,112.38 
1993 per member giving: $1,027.93 
Thanks to all our generous people. We thank God for 
each of you. 
Over 50% 
Messiah Village , 
Rosebank 
Over 30% 
Bethel Springs . . 
Cross Roads . . . 
Grantham 
Pleasant Hill . . . 






20 - 25% 
Bethany 
Cedar Heights . . 







15 - 20% 
Big Valley 
Bunker Hill 
Canoe Creek . . . 




of the Peace Light church, Mc-
Knightstown, Pa. • The Redland 
Valley congregation, York Haven, 
Pa., received six new members Mar. 
5. Evangelistic services began Mar. 
19 with Robert Willy of Lancaster 
Bible College. • Woody Dalton was 
the Feb. 26 speaker at the two ser-





B e c k e r : M i r a n d a Kay and 
Skyler Michael, Jan. 15; William 
and Rebecca (Lehman) Becker , 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Bundy: Austin Cassidy, Mar. 
28; John and Rae (Johnson) Bundy, 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Cober: Addison John, Mar. 14; 
Lyndon and Kerrie (Benson) Cober, 
Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Cober: Leah Elise, Nov. 20, 
1994; Marvin and Charlotte (Roth) 
Cober, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Conrad: Aaron Joseph, Mar. 22; 
Joseph and Shelley (Bricker) Con-
rad, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Dodds: Cera Dawn, Mar. 5; W. 
Edward and Carol (Newswanger) 
Dodds, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Eberly: Caleb Baer, Mar. 22; 
Ryan and Brooke (Baer) Eberly, 
Five Forks congregation. Pa. 
Eberly: Lauren Renee, Feb. 4; 
Keith and Rhonda (Brechbill) Eber-
ly, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Erisman: Kyle Jordan, Feb. 21; 
Jeffrey and Dawn (Budesheim) Eris-
man, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Garibay: Xavier Wolf, Feb. 23; 
J. Scott and Leah Ann (Griffey) 
Garibay, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Gilmore: Zachary Robert, Feb. 
11; Scott and Sherri (Thompson) 
Gilmore, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Grove: Kyle Jordan, Feb. 27; 
Kevin and Stacie (Horn) Grove, Air 
Hill congregation, Pa. 
Heaton: Luke Daniel, Feb. 15; 
W e s l e y and Judy ( E m e n h i z e r ) 
Heaton, Marsh Creek congregation, 
Pa. 
Herr: Amanda Marie, July 28, 
1994; Greg and Beth (Hurst) Herr, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Jackson: Caleb Randall, Feb. 
12; Randy and Les l ie Jackson , 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Kell: Courtney Nichole, Mar. 
23; John and Amy Kell, Five Forks 
congregation, Pa. 
Koontz: Abigail Stinson, Mar. 
15; David and Jody Koontz, Antrim 
congregation. Pa. 
Kreider: Karlee Ann, Mar. 6; 
Kristy Krieder, Mastersonville con-
gregation, Pa. 
Lay: J acob Ty le r , Nov . 17, 
1994; Bret and Rita Lay, Manheim 
congregation, Pa. 
Nicewonger: Derek Andrew, 
Mar . 25; Robe r t and D e b b i e 
(Rhodes) Nicewonger, Martinsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Peachey: Lyndsay Renee, Mar. 
22; Loren and Noel (Foltz) Peachey, 
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Rice: Brent Tyler, Mar. 22; Dale 
and Cheryl (Thrush) Rice, New 
Guilford congregation. Pa. 
Shafer: Genevieve Grey, Mar. 
18; John and Vicki (Miller) Shafer, 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Snowberger: Jonathan Michael, 
Feb. 8; Jerry and Michelle (Clay-
comb) Snowberger, Martinsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Walker: Seth Daniel, Feb. 15; 
Ian and Jenni fer Walker , West -
heights congregation, Ont. 
W a r k e n t i n : S teven Rober t , 
Mar. 9; Dean and Lori (Devereux) 
Warkentin, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Zimmerman: Janelle Ann, Oct. 
23, 1994; Gary and Julie (Shenk) 
Zimmerman, Manheim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Z i m m e r m a n : Ka i t lyn Ann , 
Mar. 4; William and Bonnie (Bleis-



























Hanover Susquehanna Conference 
Harrisburg Atlantic Conference 
Montgomery Allegheny Conference 
Morning Hour Chapel .Susquehanna Conference 
Mount Pleasant Atlantic Conference 
Mt. Rock Allegheny Conference 
Nappanee Central Conference 
New Guilford Allegheny Conference 
New Vision Central Conference 
Palmyra Atlantic Conference 
Sheboygan Central Conference 
Skyline View Atlantic Conference 
Zion Midwest Conference 
Falls View Canadian Conference 
Stayner Canadian Conference 
Wainfleet Canadian Conference 
Westheights Canadian Conference 
10 -15% 
Air Hill Allegheny Conference 
Amherst Central Conference 
Antrim Allegheny Conference 
Ashland Central Conference 
Bethel Merrill Central Conference 
Campbellsville Southeast Conference 
Carlisle Susquehanna Conference 
Cedar Grove Susquehanna Conference 
Dillsburg Susquehanna Conference 
East Lake Southeast Conference 
Green Springs Allegheny Conference 
Hempfield Atlantic Conference 
Highland . Central Conference 
Holden Park Southeast Conference 
Hunlock Creek Atlantic Conference 
Iron Springs Allegheny Conference 
Jemison Valley Susquehanna Conference 
Marsh Creek Susquehanna Conference 
Mechanicsburg Susquehanna Conference 
Mooretown Central Conference 
Morrison Central Conference 
Mt. Tabor Allegheny Conference 
New Joy Atlantic Conference 
New Covenant Atlantic Conference 
Oklahoma City Midwest Conference 
Paramount Allegheny Conference 
Pleasant View Susquehanna Conference 
Shenks Atlantic Conference 
Souderton Atlantic Conference 
South Mountain Allegheny Conference 
Speedwell Heights . . . .Atlantic Conference 
Stowe Atlantic Conference 
Susquehanna Valley . .Susquehanna Conference 
Union Grove Central Conference 
Valley Chapel Central Conference 
Waukena Pacific Conference 
Wesley Susquehanna Conference 
West Shore Susquehanna Conference 
Western Hills Central Conference 
Bridlewood Canadian Conference 
Heise Hill Canadian Conference 
New Hope Canadian Conference 
Springvale Canadian Conference 
Oak Ridges Canadian Conference 
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Weddings 
Anderson - Helsel: Ruth Helsel 
and Wi l l i am Anderson, Jan. 28, 
Canoe Creek Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Robert Patterson 
officiating. 
Breneman - Wolgemuth: Alisa 
Marie, daughter of Dwight Wolge-
muth, Mount Joy, Pa., and Barbara 
Miller, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Kurt 
Lee, son of Arthur and Dorothy 
Breneman, Willow Street, Pa., Mar. 
25, at Wil low Street Mennoni te 
Church with Rev. Jerel Book and 
Rev. Steve Smith officiating. 
Karns - Tyson: Carol Tyson, 
S h i p p e n s b u r g , Pa. , and Rona ld 
Karns Jr., Shippensburg, Mar. 24, at 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiat-
ing. 
Wade - Burton: Leslie, daugh-
ter of Ricky Burton and Carolyn 
Bailey, Columbia, Ky., and Thomas, 
son of Jerry W a d e and Carolyn 
Antle, Russell Springs, Ky., Mar. 11, 
at Bloomington Chapel Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. J. Timothy 
Lewis officiating. 
Wenger - Smith: Paula, daugh-
ter of Donald and Sharon Smith, 
Chambersburg, Pa., and Jeff, son of 
Jay and Mary Wenger, Waynesboro, 
Pa., Feb. 25, at Five Forks Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Ray Kipe 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bricker: Cora Bricker , born 
Dec. 10, 1921, daughter of Amos 
and Florence (Heisey) Bricker, died 
Feb. 19. She had resided at Messiah 
Village since January and was a 
member of the Elizabethtown, Pa., 
congregation. A graveside service 
was held with Rev. David Martin 
officiat ing. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads, Pa., church cemetery. 
Burton: Annie Burton, born in 
1908 to Sidney Owen and Mary 
Susan Cowan Streeval, died Mar. 
17. Her husband, Leslie Burton, and 
a son, Luther, preceded her in death. 
Surviving are 4 daughters, Edith 
Bailey, Izena Burton, Mary Kimbler, 
and Martha Bernard; 6 sons, Albert, 
Edgar, Edward, Kenneth, Jack, and 
Phillip; 43 grandchildren; 61 great-
grandchildren; 9 great-great-grand-
children; a brother, John Streeval; 
and 2 sisters, Allene Foster and 
Savannah Burris. Annie was a long-
time member of the Bloomington 
Chapel congregation, Ky. She and 
her husband had donated the land 
for the church in the late 1950s. The 
funeral was held at Stotts, Phelps, 
McQueary Funeral Home with Rev. 
J. Timothy Lewis officiating. Inter-
ment was in Bearwallow Cemetery. 
Carver: Ruth Amelia Carver, 
born Apr . 9, 1903, daughte r of 
Alfred and Bertha Ruegg, in Cleve-
land, Ohio, died Feb. 14. Preceding 
her in death were her husband , 
David Carver; a daughter, Shirley 
Fish; a sister, Emily Saylor; and four 
brothers, Paul, Emerson, John, and 
Alfred. Surviving are her children, 
Leona Lightheart, Rosena Fish, Eve-
lyn Roth, Jean Hawlins, Harold, 
Kenneth, John, and Carol Brunt. 
Ruth was a faithful member of the 
Ber t ie Church , Ont . , where she 
taught Sunday school. She gave her 
free time at the Christian Benefit 
Shop, Welland. The funeral was at 
the Bertie church with Rev. Ross 
Nigh and Rev. Don Middlemiss offi-
ciating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Cober: Alma Gramm Cober, 
born June 20, 1904, died Mar. 4. Her 
husband, Albert E. Cober, preceded 
her in death. Surviving are a step-
son, Louis O. Cober; three grand-
children; six great-grandchildren; 
three brothers, Hershey, Samuel, and 
James Gramm; and four sisters, 
Esther George, Ellen Wiles, Martha 
Rohrer, and Isabelle Franklin. Alma 
had been a first grade teacher in the 
Milton-Union school system, Ohio. 
She was a graduate of Upland Col-
lege, and a resident of Messiah Vil-
lage since 1981. She held member-
ship at the Messiah Village Church, 
where the funeral service was held 
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman offici-
ating. Interment was in the Highland 
Church cemetery, Ohio. 
Huber: Esther F. Huber, born 
Jan. 28, 1912, daughter of Frank K. 
and Katie O. Frey Garman, died 
Mar. 11. Preceding her in death was 
her husband, John M. Huber. Sur-
v iv ing are a daugh te r , Pa t r i c i a 
Rodriguez; two grandchildren; a 
great-grandson; four sisters, Ruth F. 
Landis, Mary F. Lockard, Kathryn 
F. Humbert, and Martha F. Brubak-
er; and a brother, Richard F. Gar-
man. Esther owned and worked at 
various produce stands in Lancaster, 
Pa . She was a v o l u n t e e r at 
Heatherbank Nursing Center, a quil-
ter, and a guitar teacher. She attend-
ed the Manor Church, Pa. The funer-
al was held at New Danville Men-
nonite Church with Bishop David N. 
Thomas and Rev. Robert L. Sheetz 
officiat ing. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Immel: Mabel E. Immel, born 
Apr. 24, 1905, daughter of Mammo 
and Harriet Long Gentzel, died Feb. 
5. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Edward J. Immel; and 2 
sons, Eugene H. and David E. Sur-
viving are 6 daughters, Sara J. Grif-
fin, Mary H. Cogan, Anna Long, 
Doris L. Rittenhouse, May R. Rider, 
and Connie M. Thurmond; 3 sons, 
Edwin W., James F.; and Budd H.; 
30 grandchildren; 47 great-grand-
children; and 20 great-great-grand-
children. Mabel was a homemaker 
who enjoyed crafts. She was a mem-
ber of the Green Grove congrega-
tion, Pa., where the funeral was held 
with Rev. Paul C. Smucker officiat-
ing. Interment was in Fairview Cem-
etery. 
Kline: Minnie I. Kline, aged 80 
years, died Feb. 22. She was the 
widow of Edward M. Kline. Surviv-
ing are a son, George O.; two daugh-
ters, Patricia A. Coxon and Margaret 
Y. Bard; seven grandchildren; and 
seven great-grandchildren. Minnie 
was retired from American Can Co. 
and a member of the Skyline View 
congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., and 
Youngs Church, Shermansdale, Pa. 
The funeral was held at Skyline 
View with Rev. John G. Reitz offi-
ciating. Interment was in Youngs 
Cemetery. 
Knause: Eleanor F. Knause., 
born Mar. 12, 1906, died Feb. 3. Her 
husband, Michael Knause, preced-
ed her in dea th . Surv iv ing is a 
daughter, Miriam Berry. Eleanor 
was a member of the Servant of 
Christ Sunday school class of the 
Mt. Rock Church, Pa., and of the 
Farm Women of Franklin Co., group 
#2. The funeral was held at the Mt. 
Rock church with Rev. Lloyd T. 
Zimmerman and Rev. Bob Murr 
officiating. Interment was in Nor-
land Cemetery. 
Lehman: Joseph D. Lehman Jr., 
born Apr. 18, 1923, son of Joseph D. 
and Ida Emenheiser Lehman, died 
Feb. 25. Three sisters preceded him 
in death, Sarah E. Hauser, Elsie M. 
Kaltreider, and Ruth N. Melhorn. 
Surviving are his wife , Faye E. 
(Asper); three daughters, Lucille A. 
Mellinger, Karen F. Gonzol, and 
Joyce E. Givler; and a sister, Anna 
Newcomer. Joe was a retired chick-
en and egg farmer, also working at 
the Sears store in York for 13 years. 
He was a member of the York Chap-
ter of Full Gospel Businessmen's 
International, served as a friendly 
visitor for the York Area Agency on 
A g i n g , and as a v o l u n t e e r for 
Ethiopian Outreach Ministry. He 
was a member of the Redland Valley 
congregation, Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Clyde A. Mich-
ener officiating. Interment was in 
Mount Rose Cemetery. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Task Force on Regional Administration gives "progress report" 
The Task Force on Regional Conference 
Administration appointed by the 1994 Gener-
al Conference to "develop a plan" for region-
al administration met in January 1995 and 
gave a progress report to the General Confer-
ence Board, to which it is accountable. While 
significant work remains and it is too early to 
predict the shape of the recommendations that 
will come to General Conference, the Task 
Force reports it is striving hard to deal with 
integrity with numerous matters. 
This is a complex issue and has far-ranging 
implications. While we all feel keenly the 
need for pastors to receive a bishop's close 
attention, we also need to ask hard questions 
about our priorities and principles. 
For example, are we willing to provide a 
bishop for each conference if it means direct-
ing resources away from other areas (such as 
missions and church planting) which are 
important to Brethren in Christ people? Have 
we adequately considered the fair distribution 
of the workload for all bishops when factors 
such as geographical spread and the proxim-
ity, strength and size of congregations are 
taken into consideration? 
Since the Task Force has already consid-
ered several possible options and others are 
being suggested, it seems unwise to identify 
potential models until further work narrows 
the possibilities. 
The Task Force covets your continued 
prayer support for divine wisdom in bringing 
an appropriate recommendation to the 1996 
General Conference so that the church will 
be able to fulfill its vision for the glory of 
God. (Adapted from a release presented to 






MCC worker Lawrence Tormey visits a homemaker who uses a new, improved cook-
stove in Nicaragua's Esteli area. (Photo by Linda Shelly.) 
"Scarcity and cooperation 
were the mother of invention" 
The "improved cooking stove" pro-
moted for years by MCC workers in 
Nicaragua is now "new and improved." 
No, it's not a marketing ploy. The "new 
and improved" represents an attempt to 
provide an even lower cost, environmen-
tally friendly cookstove in an ever-wors-
ening economy. 
Serious deforestation in parts of rural 
Nicaragua made the earlier "improved" 
stove popular—it uses only half the fire-
wood of traditional stoves. But in addi-
tion to mud, its construction requires steel 
rods, cement and cement chimney pipes 
—materials now beyond most Nica-
raguans' pocketbooks. 
MCC worker Lawrence Tormey re-
ports that he worked together with rural 
Nicaraguans to develop a cookstove fash-
ioned exclusively from local materials— 
mud, pieces of clay roof tile, small rocks 
and a chimney of hollowed-out adobe 
blocks formed in a simple, homemade 
wood mold. 
"Scarcity and cooperation were the 
mother of invention," comments Tormey, 
of Colonial Heights, Va., and most 
recently of Philadelphia, Pa., where he is 
a member of Covenant Community 
Church. • 
Martin: Martha Grace Martin, 
born Mar. 25, 1922, daughter of 
Noah and Sovina Miller Schrock, 
died Mar. 1 in California. Surviving 
are her husband, Lester L. Martin; 
two sons, Richard L. and Lyle K.; 
two daughters, Sandra Musser and 
Wanda Martin; eight grandchildren; 
two brothers, Willard and Mahlon 
Schrock; and a sister, Lydia Winger. 
Martha was a bookkeeper at Little 
People Preschool for seven years. 
She and her husband had served as 
deacon couple of the Alta Loma, 
Ca l i f . , C o n o y (Pa . ) , and W a l k -
ersville, Md., churches. She retired 
f rom Jagtrux Inc. where she had 
been bookkeeper . Mar tha was a 
member of the Conoy church where 
the funeral was held with Rev. Mar-
lin K. Ressler, and Rev. Richard 
Long officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
Nigh: Gordon Nigh, born Aug. 
17, 1921, in Bertie Township, Ont., 
died Feb. 16. Preceding him in death 
was his wife, Hazel. Surviving are 
his wife, Isabelle (Scotty); two sons, 
Doug and David; and a daughter, 
Diane. Gordon attended the Sherk-
ston, Ont., Church, where he was a 
g ree te r . The fune ra l was at the 
Williams Funeral Home with Rev. 
Leonard J. Chester officiating. Inter-
ment was in Ridgeway Memorial 
Cemetery. 
Oberholtzer: Janet E. Ober-
holtzer, bom Feb. 10, 1935, daughter 
of Paul B. and the late Anna Heisey 
Oberholtzer, died Mar. 5. Surviving 
are a brother, J. Arthur; and a sister, 
Verna O. Schwartz. Janet was an 
elementary school teacher at Par-
adise Elementary in Lancaster, Pa. 
She also had taught at Rothsville 
Elementary and at Navajo Mission. 
From 1986-1992 she was a certified 
nursing assistant for the Visiting 
Nurses Assoc. of Lancaster. She was 
a member of the Manor Church, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with Rev. 
Robert L. Sheetz, Rev. Glenn J. 
Schwartz, and Rev. John Ludwig 
off iciat ing. Interment was in the 
Mount Pleasant church cemetery. 
Singer: Clarence Singer, born 
Jan. 12, 1912, son of William and 
Laura Dumm Singer, died Mar. 16. 
Two brothers and a sister preceded 
him in death. Surviving are his wife, 
Carrie (Ebersole); a brother, Ray; 
and two sisters, Margaretta Bossier 
and Kathryn Norris. Clarence attend-
ed the Cedar Grove congregation, 
Pa. The funeral was held at Guss 
Funeral Home with Rev. M. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
Will iams: Audrey Wil l iams, 
born July 19, 1917, daughter of 
Clare and Elma Moore, died Mar. 
14. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Harvey Williams; and two 
sons. Surviving are two sons; two 
daughters; grandchildren; and great-
grandchildren. Until the time of her 
death, Audrey faithfully served the 
Wainfleet Church, Ont., volunteer-
ing at the Christian Benefit Shop and 
as contact person from the congre-
gation. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Charles Mashinter 
officiating. Cremation will be at a 
later date. • 
1996 Family Activities Calendar Memos 
Work on the 1996 Family Activities Calendar is 
under way. Persons and organizations with events 
and memos to be listed in the calendar should sub-
mit them no later than June 1 to: 
Board for Media Ministries 
Evangel Press 
Attn: Ken Herman 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Phone (800) 253-9315 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
: 
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NAE convened in Louisville, Kentucky, March 5-7,1995 
"Celebrating our Unity 
in Jesus Christ" 
The focus of the 53rd annual conven-
tion of the National Association of Evan-
gelicals (NAE) was "Celebrating our 
Unity in Jesus Christ" under the theme 
"One Faith, One Witness, One Hope." 
The anchor verse was taken from 1 Cor-
inthians 12:13a: "For we were all bap-
tized by one Spirit into one body." 
The theme strengthened the concern 
expressed in the January 6-7, 1995, Con-
ference on Racial Reconciliation when 
175 people representing both the Nation-
al Black Evangelical Association and the 
National Association of Evangelicals met 
in Chicago to work toward reconciliation 
and explore ways that could lead toward 
unity. One of the moving features of the 
Louisville convention was a presentation 
by Jack Hayford in which he described 
his personal journey, growing in under-
standing of his own prejudices of people 
from other races. This led to his increas-
ing involvement with persons from other 
ethnic backgrounds. 
Some of the opportunities of this con-
vention included: examining contempo-
rary issues such as the changing scene in 
funding at both the congregational and 
denominational levels; hearing global 
reports, especially from World Relief; 
expanding vision for ministry and coop-
eration; and faith building through prayer, 
fellowship, teaching and inspiration. 
David Bryant of Concerts of Prayer again 
provided dynamic input. David Rawson, 
ambassador to Rwanda, shared some of 
the tragedy and hope of that country. Mr. 
Rawson, the son of missionary parents, is 
deeply committed to the evangelical faith. 
Recognition given to Billy Melvin 
upon the completion of 28 years as exec-
utive director of NAE served as an out-
standing feature of the three-day conven-
tion. High appreciation for a job well 
done was expressed at the concluding 
banquet held in his honor. The term 
"executive director" has now been re-
placed with "president," beginning with 
Don Argue, who assumes leadership of 
NAE as of April 3, 1995. (Reported by 
Harvey R. Sider, Brethren in Christ 
denominational representative to NAE.) 
Convention Highlights 
(From NAE Press Releases) 
During the Sunday morning worship 
service, Duane Li t f in , president of 
Wheaton College, called his audience to 
be "deeply rooted in the one whom we 
preach and in whom we represent to this 
needy and hungry culture." Litfin said 
evangelicals will be transformed when 
they see Jesus not just as the Jesus of the 
incarnation, but also as the risen one, the 
Lord of history and the Lord of the uni-
verse. Such a view will transform our 
NAE Resolutions 
Compassion for Immigrants and Refugees 
As Christians, we are called to joyfully share our faith 
and hope with all people. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are 
guided by love. The Bible repeatedly declares God's love and 
care for all people, and requires that "The same law shall 
apply to the native-born as to the alien living among you" 
(Exod. 12:49). Similarly, "You are to have the same law for 
the alien and the native-born. I am the LORD your God" (Lev. 
24:22). 
The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) is deeply 
concerned by a growing spirit of hostility towards immi-
grants and refugees who have become residents in our com-
munities. While we recognize that some of our constituency 
feel strongly concerning issues of justice and law, we are all 
compelled by the love of Christ to act with compassion to our 
neighbors. Therefore, we pledge to eliminate the spirit of 
racism in any of our responses. While we recognize the right 
of nations to regulate their borders, we believe this responsi-
bility should be exercised with a concern for the entire human 
family in a spirit of generosity and compassion (Deut. 10:19, 
Leviticus 19:34). 
Furthermore, we acknowledge that immigrants and 
refugees contribute much to the continuing strength and vital-
ity of local communities and our country by their commitment 
to work, education, and the family. 
We call upon our government, therefore, to maintain rea-
sonable and just admissions policies for refugees and immi-
grants. As evangelicals responsible to love our neighbors as 
ourselves (Matt. 22:39), we are called to show personal and 
corporate hospitality to those who seek a new life in our nation. 
U.S. Foreign Aid and Humanitarian Assistance 
With the end of the Cold War and the need to reduce the 
Federal budget, U.S. foreign aid commitments are under con-
gressional review. The National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE) understands the need for this review and welcomes 
any effort to eliminate waste, corruption and misuse of funds. 
We support ongoing efforts in the Congress to restructure 
USAID, and other international humanitarian organizations, 
so that those involved in administering foreign aid funds are 
held accountable. 
We support efforts to focus U.S. foreign aid on such pro-
grams as micro-enterprise development and child survival 
that have demonstrated the ability to make a real difference in 
the lives of those in need. We encourage the utilization of pri-
vate, voluntary organizations, such as our own World Relief 
Corporation, which can supplement U.S. government funds 
with support from private donors, operate with minimal over-
head, and work effectively to bring hope to people at the 
local level. 
We strongly believe that any review of the U.S. foreign aid 
budget should safeguard our country's benevolence to those 
in desperate need. Although our country cannot solve all of 
the world's problems, our foreign aid should be available to 
care for victims of war and disaster, reduce chronic poverty, 
and assist with health care for those exposed to preventable 
illnesses. 
We urge the U.S. Congress, therefore, to approve foreign 
aid budgets that will protect and strengthen our nation's long-
standing tradition of humanitarian concern and bring hope to 
those who are displaced, hungry, and in need. 
• - Evangelical Visitor 
worship services, our gratitude, our obe-
dience and our unity, he added. 
David Rawson, U.S. ambassador to 
Rwanda, discussed dealing with a num-
ber of extremely complex issues at the 
annual World Relief luncheon held Sun-
day. Rawson first outlined how Africa's 
most Christian nation became a "killing 
field." He called it "the most horror-filled 
complex emergency of this generation, 
leaving hundreds of thousands dead in 
places of presumed sanctuary within 
Rwanda and tens of thousands perishing 
in refugee camps along its borders." 
"Dea l ing with complex disas ter 
requires world-class logistics, massive 
amounts of food, medicines, shelter and 
water, diplomatic skills in conflict reso-
lution, the practical experienced energies 
of private agencies like World Relief. But 
ultimately it requires being there." 
The challenge of being a model of jus-
tice and benevolence now looms before 
us in meeting even more complex emer-
gencies around the globe, Rawson said. 
Morris Chapman, president of the ex-
ecutive committee of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, emphasized that Ameri-
ca needs a spiritual awakening. We have 
had significant revivals but the last real 
"Great Awakening" was 125 years ago. 
He noted that true revival "cannot be 
worked up, it must be prayed down." He 
observed that people read newspapers, 
they hear book reviews, but when they 
come to church, they want to hear the 
Word of God from the pulpit. He recalls 
reading that the "early followers preached 
Christ, but now we preach sermons." He 
further warned that we might well spend 
less effort in trying to meet people "where 
they are" and more in teaching them who 
Jesus is. 
Though there are indicators of trou-
ble, the vitality and future of Sunday 
school is crucial, according to Elmer 
Towns, dean, School of Religion, Liber-
ty University, Lynchburg, Va. 
Towns said the major problem Sun-
day school faces today is not external but 
internal. "The first step toward a strong 
future involves returning to its founda-
tion," Towns said. "The Sunday school 
movement must establish who it is, what 
it can contribute to people, and how it 
can do it. For the Sunday school to return 
to its previous vitality, it must re-com-
mit itself to its purpose, have a balanced 
ministry, and return to its 'revival' roots 
of commitment to spiritual passion." • 
The business session of the National Association of Evangelicals adopted the fol-
lowing position paper, which reflects the 1995 convention theme. 
One Faith, One Witness, One Hope: 
Celebrating Our Unity In Jesus Christ 
The unity of the body of Christ is one of the great themes of the New Tes-
tament. When people come to Christ through repentance and faith, they not 
only become "new creatures in Christ," but become members of Christ's one 
body as well. "For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body" (1 Cor. 
12:13). As members of Christ's Body and as members of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals (NAE), we commit ourselves to one another in a loving fel-
lowship that promotes cooperative effort in Christian witness and celebration of 
all that we share together in Christ. 
We celebrate our one faith. Our Statement of Faith reflects the fact that we 
accept the Bible as our authority and rule of faith and practice. The Lord God— 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—is the object and provider of our one faith. "It is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). We 
"fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12:2). 
We celebrate our one witness. "Faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). Yet, "faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead" (James 2:17). Our united wit-
ness to the gospel of Christ has never been needed more. Religious syncretism, 
moral relativism, extreme individualism, materialism and racism are dominant 
ideologies of the age, undermining the institutions of family, church and civil 
government which are ordained by God. Knowing the power of God's truth to 
transform, we unite in a fresh commitment of ourselves to God in order faithfully 
to proclaim and demonstrate biblical Christianity. 
We celebrate our one hope. "If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we 
are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ has indeed been raised from the 
dead" (1 Cor. 15:19-20). Through Jesus Christ we believe in God the Father, who 
through the power of the Holy Spirit raised him from the dead and glorified him, 
and so our faith and hope are in the triune God. We anticipate the "glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13). We anticipate 
that time when "the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" (Rev. 21:3-4). 
United in Christ and with a firm commitment to our one faith, one witness, 
and one hope, we resolve to serve our Lord by standing for biblical truth, call-
ing evangelicals to bear witness to the absolute standard of biblical truth and its 
application to every area of life, modeling Christian unity based upon a com-
mitment to biblical truth and the lordship of Jesus Christ. We will do this by iden-
tifying the needs and issues around which our members have common con-
cerns, developing ways and means to meet these needs and to address these 
issues, and a collegial environment which will support the mission and ministry 
of each member unit. 
We resolve to serve our Lord by speaking with a representative voice. We 
will do this by proclaiming the gospel globally and ministering to human needs— 
physical, emotional, and spiritual, and identifying socio-cultural issues and 
addressing them with a biblical, prophetic perspective. 
We resolve to serve our Lord by serving the evangelical community. We will 
do this by enabling evangelical organizations to fulfill their ministries through 
encouragement, support, information, cooperative action, service, and education 
in the nature of contemporary issues, thus providing a support network for effec-
tive response and action. 
As we, the National Association of Evangelicals, serve the Lord in these 
ways, we do so in the knowledge that we are pleasing our Lord Jesus Christ 
whose prayer "that they may be one as we are one" (John 17:11) will be lived out 
before an unbelieving world, until such time as our faith is face-to-face, our wit-
ness is verified, and our hope is complete! 
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A gathering for those seeking 




by Cathleen Hockman 
After the woman had washed Jesus' 
feet with her tears and anointed them with 
perfume, Jesus turned to his host. "Do 
you see this woman?" he demanded. 
"She's in the room, but Simon has 
never really seen her," said pastor James 
Offutt, Reba Place Church, Evanston, 111., 
at the beginning of a March 3-5 confer-
ence on racism. "We do that all the time. 
We can't see for looking.... Lord, open 
our eyes that we may see." 
Some 200 people—four times the 
number originally expected—participated 
in the "Restoring Our Sight" gathering at 
the International Conference Center in 
Chicago. 
"We must confess our historical sin-
fulness, our collusion with evil, and our 
humble yearning for redemption," said 
James Logan, coordinator of Community 
Ministries, Mennonite Central Committee 
U.S., Akron, Pa., speaking on the history 
of racism in the Anabaptist tradition. "We 
must be willing to confess that although 
we didn't pull the trigger on Native Ameri-
cans, we have been more than willing to 
help divide the goodies. We now enjoy 
intergenerational wealth by way of the 
suffering of others. 
"We need to address racism," he con-
tinued, "with the same energy we give 
after Hurricane Andrew or the Midwest 
floods or the misery of the Rwanda cri-
sis. 
"There are no pat answers to this prob-
lem [of racism]. But we can consult the 
Lord," said Patricia G. Barron, Omaha, 
Neb., in her presentation on "The Biblical 
Basis for Anti-Racism Work." Speaking 
of Saul's conversion in Acts 9:1-9, Bar-
ron noted how "the scales fell from his 
eyes: the scales of prejudice; the scales of 
elitism; the scales of being the privileged 
one; the scales of superiority, of authori-
ty, of not having the love of God. 
"Racism is a sin. We first need to real-
ize we are sinners," she said. "We need to 
confess it, to ask God to remove the 
scales from our eyes. Then he can work 
with us." 
But this is only a first step, noted Rey 
Lopez, Chicago, in a panel discussion on 
"Creating Anti-Racism Models." "There 
is a false peace we have inside our com-
munity. We don't challenge [racism when 
we encounter it]," he said. "We have to 
talk about power." 
Stan Maclin, Sr., Richmond, Va., agreed. 
"[We can't] ignore some of the realities 
that exist. There are almost zero persons 
of color on executive councils." 
Addressing racism requires deliberate 
action, Maclin added. "It wasn't by acci-
dent," he said, that the Mennonite Church 
Nominating Committee proposed an Afri-
can-American, Dwight McFadden, Jr., to 
be moderator-elect. 
Ridding the church of racism isn't as 
simple as addressing personal attitudes 
and actions by individuals, noted speaker 
Joseph Barndt, director of Crossroads 
Ministry, Chicago. Racism is systemic, 
he stressed, and must be dismantled on an 
institutional level. 
"The first Christians were exclusive. It 
blew their minds when the Gentiles heard 
the story of Jesus and received the Spirit," 
Barndt said. Eventually the believers de-
cided that Gentiles could join the church, 
but on one condition: "they have to be 
circumcised. They have to become Jew-
ish, they have to become assimilated and 
become like us. 
"Praise God, the Gentiles said no," 
Barndt continued. "And they had to have 
another church council meeting. Before 
that meeting, they organized, they pray-
ed—and they brought about systemic 
institutional change.... [It took] another 
knock-down, drag-out fight. [But] in the 
end they decided: in the church of Jesus 
Christ, you come as you are. There is no 
Jew or Greek, male or female, slave or 
free. 
"The Mennonite Church has made the 
first decision: come join us, but you must 
become like us. Don't expect the institu-
tion to change," Barndt said. The second 
decision awaits. "If you can institutional-
ize racism, you can institutionalize anti-
racism. We have the ability to change 
institutions, not just complain about insti-
tutions." 
"Institutional racism in the church is 
like a drug user," remarked Brent Foster, 
associate pastor of Community Menno-
nite Church, Markham, 111., in the closing 
worship hour. "[Racist] actions are not 
really the problem; it's something deep-
er." While church agencies might try to 
deal with the "symptoms" by diversifying 
staff or reallocating resources, "the real 
problem is self identity." 
Referring to Galatians 6, Foster en-
couraged his listeners to work vigorous-
ly against racism but with a spirit of gen-
tleness. "Our brothers are trapped and 
they don't know how to get free [from the 
bonds of racism]," he said. 
Not only are we called to "restore our 
sight," but to "restore our brethren...to 
call them back to God's original intent 
and purpose that we truly become a be-
loved community," Foster said. "I believe 
we can win, we can be redemptive, can 
be a witness to the world." 
"Restoring Our Sight" was sponsored 
by a number of agencies, headed by the 
Anabaptist Anti-Racism Educators and 
Organizers Network. In addition to a 
planning committee, Regina Shands 
Stoltzfus and Jody Miller Shearer of 
MCC U.S. provided leadership. • 
See page 31 for comments by Jeff Garis, 
Brethren in Christ member of the planning 
committee. 
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To reflect growth and changes in strat-
egy, the Christian College Coalition 
board has changed the organization's 
name to the Coalition for Christian Col-
leges and Universities. Dr. Bob Andringa, 
president, offered three reasons for mak-
ing the name change, effective March 1, 
1995: 
First, the coalition is expanding be-
yond "member" colleges and universities 
to encourage many colleges, organiza-
tions and individuals to feel part of a 
coalition for Christ-centered higher edu-
cation. 
In addition to member four-year liber-
al arts colleges in North America, the 
coalition will invite Christian colleges 
around the world to become non-member 
affiliates. Regional accreditation will be 
required for affiliated colleges and uni-
versities in the United States, but this new 
category will allow two-year, four-year 
and graduate schools that desire some of 
the benefits of membership to cooperate 
with and support member institutions in 
achieving their missions of integrating 
biblical faith with scholarship and ser-
vice. 
Second, in many parts of the world, 
the word "college" refers only to sec-
ondary schools. The coalition already has 
twenty universities in its membership. 
Finally, the coalition's board wanted 
to eliminate confusion between the orig-
inal name and a political organization that 
has no connection to the coalition. 
Founded in 1976, the coalition now 
has 90 member institutions (among them 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.) that 
enroll about 130,000 students throughout 
the United States and Canada. These 
institutions, ranging in size from 200 to 
4,000, represent both non-denomination-
al colleges and those associated with 30 
different denominations. Dr. Andringa 
became the Coalition's fourth president 
on July 1, 1994. 
Mennonite Your Way 
Update is published 
Mennonite Your Way Directory 7 
(for 1993-96) is still available for 
sale, according to Leon and Nancy 
Stauffer, publishers. Just published 
is the MYW Update, a 4-page addi-
tion noting changes of address and 
phone numbers. "Hosts move and 
circumstances change, making this 
Update very useful," noted Leon. 
"We didn't realize how mobile our 
host families are," added Nancy. 
The Update has been mailed to 
all persons on the Mennonite Your 
Way Directory 7 mailing list, and 
will be included free in all future 
directories sold in the next two 
years. Directory 7 costs $15 per sin-
gle issue (6% tax for PA residents). 
There is no additional cost for the 
Update. To order, contact Menno-
nite Your Way, Box 1525, Salunga, 
PA 17538. 
The "A " League champion volleyball 
champion Chambersburg I. 
Girls' Volleyball, August 6-11, for girls having completed 
grades 5-12. 
Girls' Basketball, June 25-June 30, for girls entering grades 6-
12. 
Soccer Day Camp (Boys/Girls), July 10-14, ages 7-9 and 9-
11. July 17-21, ages 11-14. Resident Camp, July 23-28, rising 
grades 7-12. 
Boys' Basketball Resident Camps, July 23-28, individual 
camp, rising grades 6-12. July 30-August 3, team camp, for J.V. 
and Varsity high school teams. Boys Post and Point Guard Res-
ident Basketball Camp, July 30-August 2, for boys entering 
grades 8 through high school seniors. 
Orchestra Camp, luly 30-August 5, junior and senior high 
string musicians. 
Swim School, program for toddlers through adults all summer. 
Call (717) 766-2511 for information. • 
MESSIAH 
COLLEGE NEWS 
College hosts Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament 
While Messiah students were on Spring Break, March 11-19, 
the 41st annual Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament for the 
Allegheny and Atlantic conferences took over the Messiah cam-
pus. Although not everyone came away with a trophy, a good 
time was had by all, contestants and spectators alike. Below are 
some of the winners. 
Men's Basketball Champion 
"A" League Mechanicsburg II 
"B" League Grantham I 
"C" League Grantham II 
Women's Volleyball 


















Summer Camp Listing 
The following is a list of the various summer camps that 
Messiah College runs in the summer. 
Softball Resident Camp, June 18-22 and June 25-29, for any 
girls entering grades 6 and up. 
Wrestling Resident Camp, July 9-13, ages 10 and up. 
Girls' Soccer, July 30-August 3, for girls entering grades 6-12. 
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j^iscipleehip for the 21 et Century 
The gospel we preach 
At the recent annual meeting of our 
Regional Conference, the assembly 
received from the Leadership Council 
the new statement of vision for the 
Brethren in Christ: "250 Growing, Dis-
cipling, and Sending Congregations by 
AD 2000." The text adds detail of the 
discipleship concepts suggested by its 
t i t le . Th i s s t a t emen t is wor thy of 
applause and support. It rightfully incor-
porates discipleship concerns into the 
denominational goals. 
It is essential that our goals include 
discipleship, i.e., changing the way we 
think and act. Recently, seemingly un-
related bits of information have come to 
me with startling impact and raised the 
q u e s t i o n : What gospel has been 
preached? 
• A recent magazine cover headlined: 
"Africa's most Christianized nation be-
comes a killing field." The headline was 
referring to Rwanda. I checked that with 
a fo rmer missionary, who had also 
grown up in Africa, who confirmed that 
Rwanda had once been considered the 
most Christianized of the African coun-
tries. Events we have witnessed in the 
past year urge upon us the question: 
what was wrong that such a societal dis-
Director of Operations 
Paxton Ministries, Harrisburg, 
Pa., is accepting applications for 
the position of Director of Opera-
tions. The candidate should be a 
ministry-motivated Christian, have 
experience in hiring and supervis-
ing human services staff, and be 
familiar with all aspects of Chris-
tian ministry administration. This 
posi t ion o f f e r s an excel lent 
employment opportunity with a 
non-profit Christian business that 
is committed to providing com-
passionate, dignified housing and 
services in Jesus' name. 
Interested persons should send 
a resume to Chris Book, 2001 Pax-
ton Street, Harrisburg, PA 17111. 
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aster could happen? What was the con-
tent of the Christian message to which 
these people assented and were consid-
ered converted? Why did tribal preju-
dices and animosities persist despite cen-
turies of Christianization? 
• A Brethren in Christ pastor's wife 
told me she's convinced that about half 
of churched young people, even those 
active in church programs, have engaged 
in premarital sexual relations by the time 
they graduate from high school. 
What's wrong when a Christianized 
society or a community or a church or a 
family fall grossly short of the norms set 
forth in Jesus' teachings? Other exam-
ples rush to mind. How could the Chris-
tian Reformers in Europe persecute other 
Christians? How could Christian Amer-
ica deal so brutally with the American 
native population? How could Ameri-
ca's "Bible Belt" be the bastion of the 
institution of slavery? How can Ameri-
ca's born-again people have behavior 
patterns not much different from that of 
those not claiming new birth? 
There are some easy and quick 
answers which we've all heard, most 
common of which is that the unChris-
tianized elements of a society are the 
ones who spoil the whole. But that 
leaves unanswered the question, why is 
the whole susceptible? 
That brings us back to the disciple-
ship element of our message. Is it ade-
Mennonite Central Committee 
is accepting applications for SELF-
HELP Crafts (SHC) Director of 
Information and Human Resources 
(Akron, Pa.). Qualifications: Chris-
tian faith commitment, church 
membership, and commitment to 
nonviolent peacemaking; college 
degree, strong administrative, com-
munication, management skills and 
experience. Applicants must have 
working knowledge of MCC and 
SHC goals and merchandise. Inter-
ested persons contact Dwight Mc-
Fadden, 21 South 12th Street, P.O. 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, 
phone (717) 859-1151. 
quately present in the gospel that has 
been preached? Or do we leave people 
(even our own kids) with the impression 
that they can be born again and have 
eternal life without having their behavior 
affected? Have we presented the true 
Christian behavior pattern as the joyous 
and satisfying way of life it really can 
be? If the behavior of Christians is not 
very different from that of the unregen-
erate world, I ask: if the life is not new, 
has there been birth? 
The Apostle Paul challenged the 
church leaders of his day to be careful 
that they built the "house of God" with 
genuine, durable materials, befitting the 
Foundation which had already been laid 
(1 Cor. 3:9-17). This passage is com-
monly applied in a personal sense, but it 
is actually referring to the construction 
of the Christian group. Be sure, writes 
the apostle, that the workmanship will 
be tried by fire. That is why it's impor-
tant that the Brethren in Christ vision 
statement emphasizes discipleship de : 
velopment as part of church growth. 
The trial by fire is not necessarily rel-
egated to the end of the age. The great 
Enemy of God and of God's people has 
already tried Rwanda by fire, and many 
indulged in the orgy of killing. Our kids 
are being tried by fire, and many are 
succumbing to sexual temptations. We 
adults are being tried by fire, and many 
are giving in to materialism, or to greed, 
or to marital infidelity, or to trusting in 
weapons of violence. Every day, in 
many ways, Satan is trying the "house of 
God" by fire. 
How is the "house" withstanding the 
fires? All of us who work with God to 
build his temple need to be certain that 
the gospel we preach includes a strong 
concept of conversion—an acceptance 
of Jesus which is so radical that it changes 
people from the wood, hay and stubble 
of human sinfulness into the living 
stones (1 Peter 2:5) which makes God's 
temple durable. Such a temple will also 
be beautiful. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician in 





I 've been really flipped out the past few weeks. It's a com-
bination of not getting enough sleep, working too hard, junk 
food, and lack of exercise. In other words, the general vicis-
situde of life. Perhaps I should be more discriminating in my 
activities. In any event, I 'm glad the week is finally over. It's 
funny, each day seems like only a few minutes, but the weeks 
seem like months, maybe even entire seasons. Last Sunday 
feels like sixty days ago rather than six. I hate to admit it, but 
I think I 'm slightly (but only temporarily) burned out. 
Last week's misunderstanding with some friends didn't 
help either. The fact that two people can hear identical words 
and come away with a totally different 
understanding has always intrigued me. 
The classic example is "you can't look 
at the sun too long," which can be either 
a warning or permission to stare at it all 
day. There's a musical group called Jel-
lyfish who has a song that says "If words 
could speak, then we'd need them less." 
(I think you'd like them. They have kind 
of a Beatle-esque sound.) But anyway, 
it's true that everyone interprets words 
somewhat differently based on previous 
experiences. I 'm going to have to start 
"echoing" my friends: "What I hear you 
saying is ..." Effective, but a little cum-
bersome. 
I happened to come across a Christianity Today article the 
other week that struck my interest: 
From the scriptural viewpoint, not all who call 
themselves Christians are Christians, and that is 
especially true in our generation. The meaning of 
the word Christian has been reduced to practically 
nothing. Surely, there is no word that has been so 
devalued unless it is the Word of God itself. Central 
to semantics is the idea that a word as a symbol has 
no meaning until content is put into it. This is quite 
correct. Because the word Christian as a symbol has 
been made to mean so little, it has come to mean 
everything and nothing. (Francis Shaeffer) 
I find myself pausing whenever people tell me they're a 
Christian. I know what that means to me, but what does it 
involve for them? Going to church regularly doesn't make 
one a Christian any more than buying gourmet groceries 
makes one a good cook. I know a lot of people who can talk 
a good story, but don't seem concerned about walking the 
walk. 
In my day and age, Paul, individuality is the name of the 
game. One of the dominant characteristics of my society is 
the need to maintain control of our lives and protect what we 
see as our personal rights. Some of this has carried over to 
the church, where people insulate themselves from account-
ability by hiding behind "Do not judge, or you too will be 
judged." They even go as far to say that "Jesus doesn't judge 
me, why should anyone else?" (Won't they be surprised!) 
One of my friends recently said that God doesn't ask us to 
change our personalities and become cookie cutter Christians 
when we become believers. Again, it's the whole word inter-
pretation thing again; what did he mean by personality? He's 
right on one level, but it makes me a little uncomfortable all 
the same, because that line of thinking could be used to justi-
fy almost any kind of behavior. Obviously, our actions should 
reflect our faith and should change 
somewhat when we put to death our 
sinful nature, regardless of our person-
ality. 
We're given definite guidelines of 
how Christians should act and what 
their priorities should be. To borrow 
from the Sermon on the Mount, to be a 
Christian is to live a radical, non-con-
forming life as salt and light "that they 
may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven." But the tension 
in this is to maintain our saltiness and 
yet interface effectively with the 
world. I 'm not sure how well I do this. 
It's so much easier to do one or the 
other. (Someone told me I should read Out of the Saltshaker 
and into the World. Have you ever read it?) Do you think that 
Christians in general have withdrawn too much from the 
world? Think what would happen if we emptied all the pews 
into the streets. There's an old song by The Housemartins 
that goes: 
You can wag your finger 'til your finger's sore 
Shake your head 'til it shakes no more 
Get up off your knees. 
What may sound like tomorrow 
Could be ours today 
There's no more need for sorrow 
if we get up off our knees to pray. 
Get up off our knees to pray—good imagery. But once 
again, I've rambled on long enough. I 'm glad tomorrow is 
Sunday. I don't know why I get so weird sometimes, but it's 
good to have brothers and sisters in Christ who shake me out 
of my funk. Sure, we should be out in the world, but we need 
a base from which to operate. Thanks for modeling an exem-
plary Christian life for me to follow and pray that I maintain 
both my saltiness and my mind during the week. 
Peace 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
Going to church 
regularly doesn't 
make a person a 
Christian any more 
than buying gourmet 
groceries makes one 
a good cook. 
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Going or sending, 
we need each other 
by Jack McClane 
Nearly seven thousand feet above sea 
level in the cool Himalayan valley of 
Kathmandu, Esther Lenhert teaches 
Nepali student nurses and lives the Chris-
tian witness before them. 
Paddling canoes upstream and riding 
mules to the remote areas of Nicaragua 
would be quite an adventure if it were a 
one-time experience. Repeating it often is 
what Nate Bert does as he trains pastors 
who have no other opportunity for train-
ing. 
From Messiah Village, Pennsylvania, 
to Choma, Zambia, is a quantum cultural 
leap. Some people thought that George 
and Rachel Kibler were "crazy." The rest 
of us think they're wonderful, for we 
understand the burden of their heart and 
affirm the harmony between their gifts 
and the assignment. 
The carpeted hallways and brilliant-
ly-lighted operating rooms in Cleveland, 
Ohio, are a long way from the overflow-
ing wards of Macha Hospital and the con-
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stant frustration of limited supplies and 
water. This change requires the kind of 
devotion you get from a doctor whose 
name is David Livingstone Giles. 
All-night travel on vintage trains, ten 
hours of riding with ten people in a jeep, 
temperatures reaching 120 degrees 
Fahrenheit and ministry in three states in 
India is the way you spell "commitment." 
Teaching pastors, nurturing churches, 
evangelizing the lost, loving and caring, 
showing and telling the way of Christ is 
what missionary life is made of for John 
and Ethel Sider. 
Developing a curriculum for pastoral 
training, gathering the pastors in different 
regions, living biblical lifestyles and 
modeling Christian ministry, while ac-
quiring a third language would challenge 
the best of us. Darrell and Anna Winger 
have accepted that challenge in Malawi. 
These are some of the missionary as-
signments made in the last twelve months 
by the Board for World Missions. We 
could go on and speak of the new Bible 
school begun in Mexico by Gene and 
Ruth Madeira; giving leadership to the 
church in Cuba and training its pastors 
by LeRoy and Judy Eberly; and the many 
lay people who volunteered to help build 
the worship/administrative/training center 
in Honduras. This begins to form a pic-
ture of Brethren in Christ World Missions 
in 1995. These persons are among those 
who said, "Here am I, send me." They are 
the go-ers and more are needed. 
In fact, we need nine new missionary 
couples in the next three years, seven to 
be assigned in pastoral and leadership 
training roles and two for church planting 
assignments in difficult areas. 
We need to be up front about the qual-
ifications required to fill these positions. 
Candidates must be well trained in 
Anabaptist/Wesleyan theology, rooted in 
biblical truth, able to communicate the 
gospel effectively, and credentialed by 
the Commission on Ministry and Doc-
trine. The nature of assignments requires 
a minimum of two years in pastoral min-
istries, a call to world evangelization, a 
heart for soul winning, and a gift for 
teaching. By character, candidates must 
be culturally flexible, self-motivated, and 
spiritually self-nurtured. Full acquisition 
of a second language and good health are 
required. The call is to those who have 
long-term service in view and who are 
willing to make the necessary sacrifice 
to be properly trained. Missionary work is 
not for the faint of heart nor for dreamers. 
It is a demanding task. 
Missions, however, does not focus just 
on those who go. Those who serve as 
senders are equally important. In Romans 
10, missionary Paul asks the question, 
"How can they preach unless they are 
sent?" He thereby establishes partnership 
in missionary work on two levels of in-
volvement: those who go and those who 
send. The new vision statement of the 
church reads: "250 Growing, Discipling 
and Sending Congregations by AD 2000." 
Sending is where missions comes in. 
A careful reading of Paul's missionary 
letters reveals how much time he spent 
talking to the support team (the senders), 
those who were involved with him in 
ministry. Sometimes he complimented 
them, sometimes he expressed his loneli-
ness in being away from them, sometimes 
he exhorted and challenged them, but he 
always thanked God for them. The sup-
port team of senders is just as critical to a 
missionary today as it was to Paul. Would 
you prayerfully consider serving as a 
sender in one or more of six areas of sup-
port? 
• Moral support—just "being there" 
• Logistic support—all the many bits 
and pieces 
• Financial support—money, money, 
money 
• Prayer support—spiritual warfare at 
its best 
• Communication support—letters, 
tapes, phone calls 
• Re-entry support—more than ap-
plauding the safe landing of the 
jumbo jet 
Let me invite you to open your heart 
to God's call to be either a go-er or a 
sender. As you pray for God to "thrust 
out laborers into the harvest," he may ask 
you to be a sender. That call is just as 
vibrant as the call of God to "go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature." Going or sending. Which is 
appropriate for you? 
Jack McClane is executive director of 




Restoring our sight 
The ninth chapter of John's Gospel records the encounter 
between Jesus and a man who was blind from birth. After Jesus 
made mud with his own saliva, placed it on the man's eyes, and 
commanded him to wash in the Pool of Siloam, the man's sight 
was restored. The healed man returned to his home where his 
restored vision became problematic for his neighbors and for the 
Pharisees, whose unwillingness to allow their spiritual sight to 
be restored prevented them from recognizing Jesus as the light 
of the world. It was this passage that the Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ members of the "Restoring Our Sight" conference 
planning committee had in mind when they chose the name for 
the gathering of people seeking to challenge racism in the 
Anabaptist community. (See the news article on page 26). 
As a member of the planning committee, I headed to the 
International Conference Center in Chicago with hopes that the 
three-day event would further open my eyes and the eyes of 
other participants to how racism impacts our lives and how we 
can overcome it through Christ. Even more than having my eyes 
opened to racism, I was helped to see how blind I had been to 
the way racism has enslaved me, white Americans, and the 
church. 
Plenary speaker Joseph Barndt, a Lutheran minister and coor-
dinator of Crossroads Ministries in Chicago, brought to light the 
fact that racism is related to racial prejudice, but it is more than 
that. In his words, it is '"racial prejudice plus power.' Every-
body...is racially prejudiced and we've got to deal with that, but 
that is not racism. Racism happens when one racial group gets 
the power institutionally in a society to enforce their prejudices 
over the rest of the group for their favor and for the disfavoring 
of the rest, and systematically institutionalizes it so even when 
you pass laws that say you can't do it anymore, the systems just 
keep on doing it." Barndt further encouraged us to resist and 
challenge racism at the systemic level, not merely dealing with 
it at the personal and individual level—as important as that is. 
I was challenged by this exhortation, because it is easy for 
me (and I suspect for many others like me) to think of racism in 
terms of violent extremist groups, like neo-nazi skinheads, while 
ignoring ways that I benefit from systemic racism. I live on land 
that was taken by deception, theft, and murder from native 
Americans (specifically the Lenni Lenape people). I didn't per-
sonally commit those acts, but I did purchase the "stolen 
goods." Realistically, it is not possible for me to give back my 
l/20th of an acre to the descendants of those from whom it was 
taken; aside from the logistics, there are virtually none left. This 
example, however, does point out one way that I have benefitted 
from the system of racism—and it is only one of many ways 
that racism has extended privilege to me while depriving others 
based on the color of their skin. And that is sin, and should be 
confessed and repented of as such. 
I also had my thoughts stimulated on how churches can resist 
racism during a workshop entitled "The Multi-Cultural Congre-
gation," a panel discussion led by persons involved in congrega-
tions made up of two or more racial groups. As they described 
how their congregations sought to be faithful to the work of 
racial reconciliation (to which they felt the gospel of Christ calls 
all believers), they shared that it has not always been easy or 
without conflict. But they felt it had strengthened the church, 
had enriched their lives, and had been a witness to the trans-
forming power of Christ to their communities. 
I listened to this with interest because it seemed so foreign to 
some of the strategies I've heard articulated by the church 
growth/church planting movement (and, yes, which I've even 
heard mentioned in the context of church growth and church 
planting in the Brethren in Christ Church). One church growth 
tactic is the "homogeneous unit principle," which stresses (1) 
that numerical growth in a congregation can be accelerated by 
focusing on ministering to people within one narrowly-defined 
socio-economic, racial/ethnic group; and (2) that attempting to 
bring together in the same congregation people of different 
backgrounds, value systems, or ethnic origins is a detriment. 
I have been concerned that the strategy too closely echoes the 
words of "Brooke," an eighteen-year-old member of the Klu 
Klux Klan, who was featured on a Group Publishing "Hot Talk 
Starter Video" for youth groups (Segment 4, Series 1; 1993); 
"I've taken a lot of psychology courses...and even in psychology 
they say that it's only natural to want to be with people who you 
are like. And I am like white people because I am a white per-
son, so I identify with other white people a lot better than I do 
with people of other cultures." I have also heard defenses of 
using the homogeneous unit principle, stating that not only is it 
not racist, but in fact it discourages patronization by encourag-
ing ministry to people within racial minorities by others within 
their own group ("separate but equal" congregations?). 
When I asked the members of the panel discussion if they 
were familiar with church growth strategies like the homoge-
neous unit principle, the responses were intriguing. One partici-
pant, an African-American woman from a Mennonite congrega-
tion, stated firmly, "It's another word for 'racism,' it's another 
word for 'classism,' it's another word for 'sin.'" Another panel 
member asked, "Are we focusing on numbers, or on being the 
church and making disciples?" 
As I thought about what the conference on racism meant for 
me and for the church that I love, I remembered the picture of 
what heaven will be like, recorded in the seventh chapter of the 
Book of Revelation. John wrote, "...I looked and there before 
me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out 
in a loud voice: 'Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.'" 
As we expand our vision for "250 Growing, Discipling, and 
Sending Congregations by A.D. 2000," will we be preparing the 
people whom we are discipling for this kind of multi-racial wor-
ship experience? Or will we simply remain blind to racism 
while using it as a tool to fill pews? 
May God open our eyes—may God open my eyes—to his 
vision for the Brethren in Christ. -Jeff Garis 
JeffGaris is Associate Pastor of the Souderton (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church, and was one of several Brethren in Christ members of 
the committee which planned the March 3-5 conference on racism. 
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Benediction 
May your lives be filled with 
love and happiness. 
May God bless you and bestow 
his mercy upon you. 
May all your sins be forgiven 
through Jesus, so that we all may 
stand faultless before God, 
our Almighty Father. 
May Jesus keep you on the 
narrow path to Heaven, that 
land of eternal light. 
Finally, brothers and sisters in 
Christ, go now in peace. 
Like the rain that fell this morning, 
let your love shower down upon 
everyone you meet. Overwhelm 
your friends and enemies with 
sincere love. It is one tool of 
Christianity that will not fail. 
Stuart Feeser III 
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